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BFC Comments on... 





-IC/DV Procedure 


The U. S. exporter’s responsibility 
to return unused and/or partially used 
import certificates to his foreign cus- 
tomer when he is requested to do so 
is highly important to the effective 
operation of the IC/DV procedure (sec. 
373.2, Comprehensive Export Schedule). 


In order to discharge his obligations 
to his government in accordance with 
the terms and provisions of the import 
certificate issued to him, the importer 
frequently must account for the quan- 
tities of material not actually imported 
against an individual import certifi- 
cate. Failure to do so may lead to 
difficulty in obtaining future import 
certificates to engage in transactions 
with the U. S. firms involved. By re- 
turning the import certificate to his 
customer, therefore, the U. S. exporter 
not only contributes to the enforce- 
ment of the IC/DV program but also 
obviates delays in obtaining documenta- 
tion for further shipments. 

The Bureau of Foreign Commerce 
returns unused or partially used im- 
port certificates to the U. S. exporter 
for transmittal to his foreign importer 
under the following conditions: 
Without specific request from the U. S. 

exporter. 

@When an export license applica- 
tion is returned without action (RWA). 

@ When an export license application 
is rejected. In some instances the im- 
port certificate supporting an applica- 
tion rejected for other than quota rea- 
sons will be returned direct to the 
issuing government. 

@ When an export license application 
covering the total quantity shown on 
the import certificate is approved in a 
reduced quantity. 

Upon specific written request by the 
U. 8S. exporter, 

@ When no shipment has been or will 
be made against an export license. 

1. License held by exporter—If the 
unused license is held by the exporter, 
he must return it to the BFC with his 
request for the return of the import 
certificate. 

2. License on deposit with a Collector 
of Customs: 

Unexpired license.—Prior to asking 
for the return of the import certificate, 


the exporter should request the col- 
lector to return the license to the BFC 
with a .covering letter referring to the 
import certificate. 

Expired license.—The exporter should 
ascertain if the license has been re- 
turned to the BFC by the collector. 
If not, the exporter should request the 
collector to do so and so inform the 
BFC with his request for the return 
of the import certificate. 


@ When partial shipment has been 
made and no further shipment is con- 
templated. 


Unexpired license. -—- The exporter 
should submit an amendment request 
on Form FC-763, Request for and 
Notice of Amendment Action, asking 
that the license be reduced to show the 
total quantity actually shipped, to- 
gether with a statement requesting the 
return of the import certificate. 


Expired license.—The exporter should 
ascertain from the Collector of Customs 
if the licenseshas been returned and 
notify the BFC the approximate date. 
If it has not been returned, the ex- 
porter should ask the collector to do so 
and so inform the BFC when he re- 
quests the return of the import cer- 
tificate. 

By following the procedures herein 
set forth, U. S. exporters will expedite 
the return of import certificates and 
materially reduce the correspondence 
between them and the BFC. 


Senate Holds Hearings on 
Dutiable Valuation Bill 


The Senate Committee on Finance 
will hold hearings for 2 or 3 days, be- 
ginning Monday, June 25, on proposed 
changes in the basis of valuation of im- 
ports subject to ad valorem duties. 

Specifically, the Committee will give 
consideration to the provision on this 
subject in H. R. 6040, the Customs Sim- 
plification Bill passed by the House last 
year, and since amended by the Treas- 
ury. 

A summary of the Treasury proposal 
appeared in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
August 22, 1955, page 24. 





Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of world 
trade — ranging from comprehensive 
economic and business data to details 
on export and import regulations—is 
quickly and directly available to busi- 
nessmen in their own cities or local- 
ities through the 33 Field Offices of 
the U. S. Department of Commerce, 


Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep constantly 
abreast of developments in the United 
States and abroad. Aided by the cur- 
rent information and _ publications 
sent to them regularly from Wash- 
ington, they are well equipped to 
serve world traders in their com- 
munities. 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur- 
nished with Department of Commerce 
publications, reference material, and 
other information, for use by busi- 
nessmen. 


The addresses of the Department's 
Field Offices follow: 


Albuquerque, N. Mex., Room 321 Post Of- 
fice Bldg. 

Atlanta 23, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh St. 
Bldg. 

Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bldg. 

Buffale 3, N. Y., fiz Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, 8S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jas- 
per Bldg.. West End Broad St. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bldg. 

Chicage 6, Ill., 226 W. Jackson Bivd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office 
and Courthouse. 

Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave, 

Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 

Denver 2, Cole., 142 New Customhouse, 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bidg. 

Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave 

Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bldg. 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bidg. 

Leos Angeles 15, Calif, 1031 S. Broadway. 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bldg. 

Miami 32, ja.. 200 NE. First Ave. 

Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 
— ° 

New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave, 

New York 17, N. Y., 110 E. 45th St. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St, 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 

Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8S. Court- 
house. 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Richmend 19, Va., 1103 East Main St. 

St. Louis 1, Me., 910 New Federal Bldg. 

Salt Lake City 1. Utah, 222 SW. Temple &t. 

San Francisce 11, Calif.. Room 419 Cus- 
tomhouse 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. 


Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbera consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book, 





Herold C. McClellan, Assistant 
Secretory for International Affairs 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Crops Damaged by Cold Weather 





French Expansion Suffers Setbacks 


A number of unfavorable developments dimmed the French eco- 
nomic outlook in the first°quarter of 1956, although the business level 


continued its upward trend. 


Difficulties of curbing inflation and maintaining monetary confi- 
dence have increased substantially, and stepped-up military expendi- 


tures swelled the budget deficit. Fear 
for the future of French investments 
in and trade with North Africa accen- 
tuated adverse speculation in the finan- 
cial markets, and the cold wave pushed 
food prices up toward the level at which 
automatic wage increases would have 
gone into effect had not the Govern- 
ment taken prompt emergency meas- 
ures to reduce certain key retail prices. 

Crop damage due to freezes was the 
most significant economic development 
in the quarter. Three successive cold 
waves in February damaged practically 
every crop previously planted, including 
fall-sown grains, oilseeds, fruit trees, 
and fresh vegetables. 

The greatest damage was to the 
wheat crop. About 95 percent of the 
wheat is sown in the fall, and about 
half of this was completely destroyed, 
necessitating replanting; most of the 
remainder was damaged to a lesser ex- 
tent. This may result in a crop only 
60 percent of normal production, about 
20 percent of which was exported. 
Consequently, France must import 
sizable quantities of wheat in the next 
12 months, thus adversely affecting its 
foreign-exchange situation. 

Prospects of reduced production re- 
sulted in increased agricultural] product 
import requirements. Unusually large 
quantities of butter were imported, the 
United States supplying about $2 mil- 
lion worth. The quality of butter from 
the United States, a new source for 
imported butter, was high and well 
received in the trade. Orders for prompt 
wheat shipments from the United States 
also were placed, whereas France had 
been a heavy wheat exporter in com- 
petition with the United States. 


Relief Measures Provided 


The Government provided numerous 
relief measures to alleviate losses re- 
sulting ,from cold weather, including 
subsidies for replanting seed wheat and 
corn; increased price-support levels; in- 
creased financial resources for agricul- 
tural planning; and various other meas- 
ures relating to fuel, water, and equip- 
ment supplies. 

The French market for U. S. cotton, 
traditionally this country’s most impor- 
tant export to France, continued to de- 
teriorate. Cotton from other sources, at 
sharply reduced prices, almost replaced 
U. S. cotton on the French market. 
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Consumption of VU. S. cotton in the 
quarter was estimated at less than 40 
percent of that consumed in the cor- 
responding period of 1955. 


Imports of U. S. cotton are expected 
to continue at a low level, with stocks 
held to the minimum until after Au- 
gust 1, when U. S. cotton is expected 
to be available at appreciably lower 
prices under competitive-bid sales from 
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) 
stocks. The trade expects that, if prices 
are strictly competitive, much of the 
loss in U. S. cotton sales will be 
regained. 


Industrial Output Slow 


Extreme cold weather caused some 
sectors of industry to slow down pro- 
duction in February, but the steady 
upward trend evident throughout 1955 
continued in the first quarter of 1956 
at a slower rate. The industrial pro- 
duction index averaged, on the basis of 
preliminary figures, 186 for the first 
quarter of 1956 (1938-100)—10 percent 
higher than in the comparable period 
of 1955, and 3 percent higher than the 
average for the last quarter of 1955. 


Major industries except steel, textile, 
leather, and building material main- 
tained or increased production levels, 
Steel production was slightly less than 
in the final quarter 1955, because of 
weather conditions and a coke shortage, 
but an early return to capacity prp- 
duction was expected. The automobile- 
industry boom was among the most im- 
portant factors in raising the general 
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industrial-production inde. and planned 
expansions announced in the first quar- 
ter indicated that the industry would 
continue at a high level throughout 
1956 despite higher prices. 


Domestic consumption continued to 
expand in the quarter. Retail-store 
sales increased; clothing and shoe in- 
ventories were reduced by above- 
average sales in the cold weather; and 
automobile and household-appliance or- 
ders and sales incre in volume. 


The first quarter of 1956 witnessed 
a reversal of the trend toward improve- 
ment in the balance of payments which 
has characterized the past 2% years. 
France’s European Payments Union 
(EPU) position, favorable for the past 
year or more, showed substantial defi- 
cits, resulting in a drain on French 
resources of gold and convertible cur- 
rencies. France’s gold and exchange 
reserves rose from less than $600 mil- 
lion in mid-1953 to over $1 billion at 
the end of 1954 and to almost $2 billion 
at the end of 1955 but declined by $95 
million in the first quarter of this year. 


Exports Below Average 


Exports to foreign countries in the 
first quarter, at a monthly average of 
$250.3 million, were slightly below the 
average of $253.2 million for the first 
quarter of 1955, whereas imports from 
foreign countries, excluding French 
Overseas Territories, averaged $425.9 
million monthly in the quarter, as com- 
pared with only $377.1 million a year 
before. Exports to foreign countries 
covered only 78 percent of ‘imports, the 
lowest percentage shown for any quar- 
ter in the past 3 years. 

Although an export surplus on the 
balance of trade with the French 
Overseas Territories continued, the pro- 
portion of imports covered by exports 
was only 108 percent in the first quar- 
ter 1956, the lowest since 1948. The 
drop reflected primarily the continued 
dwindling of the Viet-Namese, Cambo- 
dian, and Lao market for French goods, 
especially for textile products. 


With the investiture of the Republi- 
can Front government of Guy Mollet 
on January 31, French economic policy 
underwent some shift in emphasis. 
Whereas the central theme of the 
Faure government’s economic policy 
was “expansion without inflation,” the 
Mollet government, without abandoning 
this objective, has tended to give first 
priority in the economic field to the 
realization of a social-reform program. 
To avert fear that substantial further 


(Continued on Page 24) 
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Egyptian Economic Activity Accelerated 


The Egyptian industrial plant began to show concrete evidence of 
development planning and additional plans for further economic expan- 
sion were crystallized in the first 3 months of 1956. 

The general production level was considerably improved over the 
first quarter of 1955. Several contracts were signed for plant construc- 


tion, including chemical, jute, fertilizer, 
and cement; one new tire plant started 
production; and a number of enterprises 
increased their capital. 


In March, two public bond issues 
totaling £E25 million were offered for 
sale for the purpose of financing nation- 
al production projects. By April 6, the 
two issues were fully subscribed with- 
out the participation of the National 
Bank of Egypt. 

Cotton sales were high during the 
quarter, and despite increased produc- 
tion and heavy carryover stocks at the 
beginning of March, stocks were lower 
than they had been at the beginning of 
March 1955. 

Stepped-up exports of cotton stimu- 
lated Egypt’s effective demand for im- 
ports, and the country’s foreign trade 
reached a relatively high level. How- 
ever, the adverse trade balance in- 
creased in the first 2 months of the 
period to £E6.1 million from £E0.6 mil- 
lion in the first 2 months of 1955. 

Retail sales in the first quarter of 
1956 were at about the same level as 
a year ago. Inventories were heavy 
with the exception of gaps in specific 
consumer goods resulting from tight- 
ened import controls affecting these 
commodities, 

A moderate rise in price levels, which 
developed during the last three quar- 
ters of 1955, continued in the first 
quarter of 1956. The price increases, 
however, were principally in foreign 
consumer goods in expectation of short- 
ages resulting from tightened import 
controls. 


New Trade Pattern Develops 


Egypt’s total exports in the first 2 
months of 1956 were valued at £E28.1 
million and imports at £E34.2 million, 
compared with £E26.1 million and 
£E25.5 million, respectively, in the like 
period of 1955. 

Egyptian exports to the United States 
were valued at £E1.3 million in January 
and February 1956, while imports from 
the United States amounted to £E5.6 
million, leaving an adverse balance of 
£E4.3 million. In this period, Egypt was 
faced with a serious shortage of basic 
food grains, and 384,000 metric tons of 
wheat were purchased under provisions 
of the U. S. Surplus Commodity Law; 
an additional 163,000 metric tons were 
purchased directly from U. S. commer- 
cial sources. Al] were included in the 
2-month import figure. In the corre- 
sponding period of 1955, Egypt’s exports 
to the United States totaled £E2.3 
million, and imports from the United 


‘ 





States totaled £E2.6 million, leaving an 
adverse balance of £E0.3 million. 
Cotton Sales Revival Tried 
Long-staple cotton, Egypt’s principal 
export product, is the principal source 
of dollar earnings. The shrinking UV. S. 
market for Egyptian cotton has caused 
considerable concern in Egyptian Gov- 
ernment and press circles. In February, 
the Egyptian Government undertook to 
stimulate cotton shipments to the United 
States by premitting the revalidation 
of outstanding dollar-area import li- 
censes which had been issued under the 
“entitlement account” system, abolished 
September 27, 1955. 


Under the new policy, permits may be 
revalidated for amounts equal in value 
to half the dollars repatriated from 
cotton exports to the dollar area, pro- 
vided these sales are related specifically 
to the import licenses submitted for 
revalidation. The premium paid to cot- 
ton exporters for tying in their ship- 
ments to import permits made it pos- 
sible for Egyptian exporters to offer 
their cotton to U. S. buyers at lower 
prices. However, sales to the United 
States practically stopped, as U. S. mills 
are turning to American-produced 
Supima cotton. 

In a further effort to revive sales to 
the United States, an Egyptian Govern- 
ment official came to the United States 
for discussions with U. S. Government 
officials, and to urge caution in the 
administration of the new U. S. cotton- 
export policy. Following this develop- 
ment, Egyptian export prices dipped 
skghtly but recovered quickly as com- 
munist China began to make purchases. 

The closer trade relations established 


by Egypt with the Soviet bloc in 1955 
were continued through the first quarter 
of 1956. About 25 percent of Egypt's 
exports went to the Soviet bloc in thé 
first 2 months of 1956, compared with 


3.5 percent in the like period of 1955,~> 


The Soviet bloc supplied 11 percent of 
Egypt's total imports in January and 
February 1956, compared with 5 per. 
cent in the corresponding period of 1955, 

On March 7 the Ministry of Finance 
and Economy announced a new import- 
control policy for the remainder of 1956, 
Avhich favors the import of essential 
capital goods over consumer goods 
regardless of the products source. In 
implementing the new policy, it is 
believed that the amount and kind of 
foreign exchange earned from cotton 
exports during the current year will be 
an important factor in the issuance of 
import licenses (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Apr. 23, 1956, p. 6). 

Exchange Holdings Increased 

Despite the foreign-trade deficit, 
Egypt's foreign exchange and gold hold- 
ings amounted to £E235.4 million on 
February 25, 1956, compared with 
£E234.7 million on December 17, 1955, 
as follows: 


[In millions of Egyptian pounds) 
Dec. 17, 1956 Feb. 25, 1050 
18.5 33.5 


Free sterlin a . 

Blocked sterling ......... 125.0 105.2 

Gold as seamen Ce 60.6 

ee 25 

Other St 11.0 
ek 235.4 


The increase in free sterling held on 
February 25, 1956, as compared with 
that held December 17, 1955, was due 
to the release of £20 million on January 
1, 1956, from the blocked account in 
accordance with the terms of the Ster- 
ling Release Agreement between the 
Egyptian and British Governments. 


American air-transport companies be- 
came eligible, effective January 1, 1956, 
(Continued on Page 24) 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Key Projects Underway Costa Rican Coffee Exports Cause 
Economic Activity To. Pick Up - 


The tempo of Costa Rican economic activity, slack at the beginning 
of the first quarter of 1956, registered improvement at the end, as the 
full flow of coffee exports got under way. 


Although the adverse effects of reduged export earnings -from the 
smaller coffee crop and depressed cacao prices were not expected to be 


In Kuwait Development 


Key projects in the Kuwait develop- 
ment. program were beginning to show 
signs of activity in March and April 
1956. 

Port dredging and quay construction 
probably will be underway by the end 
of the year. Bids for the contract to 
dredge the port have been closed, and 
the contract will be awarded soon, 
Although the Development Board has 
recommended the issuance of a separate 
contract for quay construction, the 
Inspector General of the Public Works 
Department has stated that probably 
the firm taking the dredging contract 
will be asked to undertake simultaneous- 
ly the quay’s construction. 


The problem of obtaining additional 
quantities of water for Kuwait by the 
installation of a third sea-water distil- 
lation plant was resolved partially by 
the awarding of a contract for two 
evaporation units to Westinghouse 
Electric Corp. 

Work on the new plant, the contract 
for which has not been awarded, is not 
expected to begin until 1957. The plant 
will increase the daily production of 
potable water from approximately 2 
million to 3 million gallons a day. 

A kiln at the Sand Lime Brick Fac- 
tory, which will use local lime deposits 
for brick manufacture, will begin opera- 
tions in July. The plant now can pro- 
duce 10,000 bricks a day, when operating 
on the basis of two 8-hour shifts. After 
the plant reaches full production, it 
will be capable of producing 40 million 
bricks a year. 

The bill of particulars for power sta- 
tion B was expected to be completed in 
May and the construction contract to be 
let by June 1. The station’s construc- 
tion is expected to begin in the fall and 
the new plant to be in operation by 
January 1958. The new plant will in- 
crease the generating capacity from 
30,000 kilowatts to 70,000. 

Bids have been invited for the con- 
struction of 14 new schools. The need 
for more schools is critical, as the 
kindergartens have only room for na- 
tive-born Kuwaitis, 

Housing Proceeds Rapidly 

Construction of low-cost housing units 
in Kuwait continues at a rapid pace. 
About 1,500 such units have been com- 
pleted so far and construction will begin 
s00on on 700 additional units. A bid for 
the architectural design of 16 projected, 
Self-contained neighborhood units was 
let in April, Each unit will have some 
200 homes, a school, clinic, mosque, 
Cale, garage, and bazaar. The construc- 
tion contract for a municipality build- 
ing is to be let in December. It is 
estimated that the building will cost 


(Continued on Page 24) 
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as drastic as predicted by some observ- 
ers, the Government was taking action 
to conserve the country’s financial re- 
sources and to utilize available reserves 
for productive purposes. 


A Central Bank spokesman urged 
caution in credit and fiscal policies, but 
gave assurance that the Costa Rican 
economy was generally sound despite 
the anticipated decline in reserves. He 
added that financial stability could be 
maintained with prudent management, 
without jeopardizing credit for pro- 
ductive purposes, and that, if a pro- 
posed bill pending in the Legislature 
to borrow $3 million from the World 
Bank materialized, it would help greatly 
in alleviating the credit shortage for 
capital-goods import. 

An unprecedented influx of Holy 
Week tourists, mostly from Nicaragua, 
stimulated the normally slow Easter 
season. Tourist officials stated that the 
entry of more than 5,000 tourists into 
the country via the Inter-American 
Highway was a strong indication of 
Costa Rica’s tourist possibilities and 
called for the liberalization of entry 
and exit requirements for tourists. 


Coffee Estimate Raised 


Latest official reports indicated that 
the 1955-56 coffee crop (year begins 
October 1) would produce slightly more 
than 550,000 quintals (1 quintal—101.4 
pounds) of clean coffee. This estimate 
was considerably above earlier esti- 
mates but still an estimated 30 per- 
cent below the 1954-55 yield of 736,000 
quintals. 


Prices for coffee exported during the 
first half of the crop year averaged 
$66.79 a quintal, slightly higher than 
the average price of $65.41 received for 
the entire 1954-55 coffee crop. How- 
ever, total earningS from the smaller 
current coffee crop were expected to 
be some $3.7 million below those de- 
rived from the preceding crop. Nearly 
75 percent of all coffee exports from 
the current crop were moving to West 
Germany. 

Depressed work prices for cacao, 
Costa Rica’s third most important ex- 
port crop, led to the establishment by 
the Central Bank of a more favorable 
exchange rate for exports of that com- 
modity to assist exporters in selling 
abroad. 

The meat and. dairy products sup- 
plies were more than satisfactory dur- 
ing the quarter. Some 480 head of 
young steers were exported to Peru in 





February and 500 head of live cattle 
were earmarked for shipment to Chile 
in exchange for sodium nitrate. A 
shipment of 25,000 pounds of butter 
was exported to El Salvador in Febru- 
ary, and a seasonal surplus of eggs led 
to the elimination on a temporary basis 
of all export controls on eggs. 


Meat To Enter U. 8S. 


Approval of the Costa Rican meat in- 
spection and certification system by the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture in 
February will have the effect of allow- 
ing exports of Costa Rican meat to 
enter the United States for the first 
time. Local producers were particu- 
larly interested in shipping salted beef 
to Puerto Rico. 

A contract for the construction of 
the hangar at El Coco International 
Airport near San Jose was awarded to 
an Italian firm. Installation of all facili- 
ties at El Coco is not expected to be 
completed before the end of 1957. The 
Costa Rican airline LACSA initiated a 
weekly service to San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, in February.’ 

The State railroad contracted for 
the purchase of 56 freight and flat cars 
from a Belgian firm in January at a 
total cost of around $338,000. All the 
cars were expected to arrive and to 
be put into service before the end 
of the current year. The same rail- 
road announced its decision to build 
10 passenger railway coaches for its 
own use when price quotations from 
foreign manufacturers were considered 
to be excessively high. The lowest bid 
received was 175,000 colones a coach 
(6.65 colones=$1 at the controlled free- 
market rate). 

A heart operation was telecast over 
a closed circuit from a San Jose hos- 
pital in February by a firm interested 
in setting up a commercial TV station 
in that city. There are no TV stations 
in Costa Rica. The Government has 
not decided whether to permit a com- 
mercialized TV industry or whether to 
limit the industry to Government- 
controlled TV for educational purposes. 


Petroleum Discovered 
The fourth test well drilled in Costa 
Rica by a local subsidiary of a U. S. 
oil company uncovered a possible petro- 
leum deposit at Cocoles, near the Pana- 
manian border. Preliminary laboratory 
analysis of the crude oil indicated ex- 


(Continued on Page 7) 
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Uruguayan Wool Exports Heavy; 
Grazing Conditions Satisfactory 


Grazing conditions in Uruguay generally were still satisfactory 
throughout March, despite the fact that dry weather affected plantings 
and pasturage, particularly in the western part where the best pastures 


are located. 


Rainfall in most sections of the country in January and February 


was more than adequate for agricul- 
tural and pastoral activities. 

Agricultural activities consisted 
mainly of harvesting the wheat-crop 
remnants, estimated at 800,000 tons; 
gathering the flax crop, part of which 
was damaged by heavy January rains; 
virtual completion of the sunflower 
harvest, which showed promise of ex- 
ceeding the 1955 crop; initiation of a 
good corn harvest; and sowing oats 
and alfalfa for forage. 

Wool exports in the 3-month period 
totaled 76,066 bales, bringing the vol- 
ume for the first 6 months of the cur- 
rent marketing season which started 
October 1, 1955, to 146,406 bales, as 
against 56,355 bales in the correspond- 
ing period of the preceding season. 

The Netherlands and the United 
States were the principal buyers. Ac- 
cording to unofficial statistics, they 
accounted for purchases of 37,400 and 
21,600 bales, respectively, of a total of 
125,300 bales exported in the first 5 
months of the season October 1, 1955- 
February 29, 1956. 

In mid-February the Government 
began issuing weekly “aforos” (valua- 
tions) on the basis of which wool ex- 
porters were required to deliver their 
foreign-exchange receipts to the Bank 
of ‘the Republic. The Government's 
action in establishing the valuation of 
greasy wool on the basis of washed 
wool—defended by officials as necessary 
to prevent fraud in connection with 
exports of greasy wool—prompted sharp 
criticism among exporters. They pointed 
out that lack of a specific aforo for 
greasy wool would penalize exporters, 
inasmuch as they would not know how 
much foreign exchange they would be 
required to turn over to the Bank until 
after shipments were made. 

Meatpacking Slow 


A noticeable decline in greasy wool 
exports occurred, following these devel- 
opments, and the aforos system on wool 
became a subject of controversy, culmi- 
nating in the National Council of Gov- 
ernment (NCG) and the National As- 
sembly taking action in March to review 
the situation. The question was still 
under consideration at the close of the 


br, ie 

n March 31, Government authoriza- 
tion of the maximum premium pay- 
ments on wool exports expired, despite 
the request of the National Wool Board 
for an extension, at an increased rate, 
until June 30. The premiums previously 
had been extended from January 1 
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(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Jan. 30, 
1956, p. 12). 


Meatpacking operations were slow 
throughout the quarter. Montevideo 
packing plants slaughtered some 26,000 
head in January, a volume sufficient to 
keep the plants busy on an average of 
about 1 day a week. The Government- 
owned Frigorifico Nacional processed 
approximately 12,000 head, as compared 
with a normal] kill of 20,000 head. The 
three export packers completed their 
previously authorized slaughter quotas, 
totaling 14,000 head, and in February 
and March were limited to a total of 
about 5,000 head a month. Cattle de- 
liveries to the Frigorifico Nacional for 
local consumption were sharply cur- 
tailed until mid-February, when the 
packinghouse discharged its debts to 
cattlemen—an amount approximating 
11 million pesos. March deliveries pro- 
vided abundant meat supplies for the 
Montevideo market. 


In February, the Uruguayan and 
Argentine Governments reached an 
agreement providing for Uruguayan 
import of 60,000 head of Argentine 
cattle for processing in Uruguayan 
plants. Under the agreement, Uru- 
guayan packers pay for the cattle upon 
receipt at the exchange rate of 2.45 
pesos per dollar. None of the Argentine 
cattle had arrived by the end of March, 
but shipments were expected to arrive 
early in April. 

The NCG in January increased the 
export rate on dry cattle hides from 
1.519 pesos to 2.25 pesos per dollar in 
an effort to facilitate sales of some 1.5 
million surplus hides. In March the 
NCG issued a series of decrees estab- 
lishing an exportable quota of 6,000 
tons of dressed f, effective until 
April 30, with exchange rates of 2.35, 
3.10, and 3.50 pesos per dollar, depend- 
ing upon the specific type of beef; 
authorizing the export of 2,100 tons of 
mutton to England; and permitting the 
slaughter of 4,000 head of cattle for 
exports of jerked beef to Puerto Rico 
until May 31 at the rate of exchange of 
2.35 pesos per dollar. , 


Money Market Tight 


The money market was tight during 
the quarter, and early substantial im- 
provement was not in prospect, al- 
though some business confidence was 
generated by actual and anticipated 
receipts from wool exports and, to a 
lesser degree, meat exports. Banks re- 


_ ticularly 





Canadian Domestic 
Sales Advance 


Sales, retail and wholesale, in 
Canada were higher in the first 
quarter of 1956 than in the cor- 
responding period of 1955, accord- 
ing to the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics. Retail sales at C$2,789,. 
604,000 were 9.2 percent above 
the total for the first quarter of 
1955, and wholesale sales advanced 
15.6 percent to C$1,655,763,000, 

All retail-trade groups showed 
increases—variety stores, lumber 
and building-material dealers, and 
family clothing stores showing the 
largest 3-month increases. 

In the wholesale groups, indus- 
trial and transportation equip- 
ment and supplies, farm machin- 
ery, and automotive parts and 
accessories showed the greatest 
advancement. 











ported generally prompt collections of 
foreign obligations, but local collections 
continued slow in both Montevideo and 
the interior, although the situation in 
the interior in March was eased by pro- 
ceeds from wool sales. General busi- 
ness activity was reduced by the usual 
seasonal January slump, following the 
Christmas season; Carnival Week in 
February; and Tourist Week in March— 
traditional holiday periods in Uruguay. 
Throughout most of the quarter, par 
in February, tourist traffic 
from Argentina was heavy, and trans- 
portation facilities and resort accom- 
modations were severely taxed. 


Buying rate in the free market of 
the Uruguayan pesos fluctuated rather 
widely in the 3-month period, ranging 
from a high of 3.68 pesos per dollar in 
January to a low of 3.93 pesos per 
dollar in February. At the end of 
March the peso stood at 3.85 per dollar, 
as compared with 3.87 per dollar at 
the end of January. 

Government financial and monetary 
developments were highlighted by the 
enactment in February of the long de- 
layed annual statement of Government 
accounts for 1954 and associated meas- 
ures and, also in February, the pres- 
entation to the National Assembly of 
the Government's new central budget 
for 1956-58. 


The annual statement of accounts 
and related measures provided mainly 
for: Issuance of 250 million pesos in 
Government bonds to consolidate defi- 
cits through 1954; payment of-Uruguay’s 
quota for entry into the International 
Monetary Fund, an obligation long over- 
due; payment in Government bonds of 
all deposits called for as guaranties in 
connection with Government bids and 
all house and building rentals; and new 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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Costa Rican... 
(Continued from Page 5) 


cellent quality, with a 60-70 percent 
combustible content which would re- 
quire a minimum of refining. More 
drilling will be required to determine 
the discovery’s true potential, 

A West German trade mission which 
yisited Costa Rica in February was 
received by high Government officials. 
The Germans are reported to have 
pointed out the heavy export balance 
which Costa Rica has enjoyed in its 
trade with West Germany and to have 
expressed a hope for increased Costa 
Rican imports of West German goods. 
A small group of Japanese businessmen 
also visited Costa Rica during the 
quarter. 

Costa Rica participated in the meet- 
ing of the Committee for Economic 
Cooperation of Central America held 
at Managua in January. One of the 
principal resolutions adopted was a pro- 
posal for the negotiation of a multi- 
Jateral free-trade treaty for Central 
America. Costa Rica initiated talks 
with Nicaragua and Honduras looking 
toward the negotiation of bilateral 
free-trade treaties with these countries. 

A most-favored-nation (MFN) agree- 
ment was concluded between Costa and 
Uruguay in January. Excepted from 
MFN treatment were special prefer- 
ences accorded by Costa Rica to Central 
American countries; those accorded by 
Uruguay to Argentina, Brazil, Para- 
guay, and Bolivia; and those accorded 
by either country for the purpose of 
establishing a customs union or a free- 
trade zone—U.S. Emb., San Jose. 


Imports of tallow and greases into 
Switzerland in 1955 totaled 20.1 mil- 
lion pounds, a slight increase over 
1954 imports of 19.8 million pounds, 
according to the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. 

The United States is the principal 
Supplier of tallow and greases to 
Switzerland. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Ecuadoran Economic Situation Poor; 


Sales Retarded, Credit Tightened 


Ecuadoran business conditions and the economic situation in general 


continued unfavorable in April. 


Merchants and industrialists complained of poor sales and lack of 
credit facilities. A sharp import decline was predicted for the coming 
months. Ecuador’s deficit in the international trade balance was burden- 


some, but financial circles predicted a 
reversal of this trend within a few 
months, 

A favorable crop situation was cited 
as one bright spot in an otherwise dark 
picture. The cacao crop, although late 
this year, was reportedly slightly better 
than last year. Heavy cacao shipments 
were expected to begin in May, and the 
coffee crop was reported excellent, prob- 
ably a record for Ecuador. Banana ex- 
ports were running at a higher rate 
than last year, but the difficulty of 
finding markets for the high produc- 
tion caused increasing concern. 


With the June elections drawing near, 
uncertainty over the political future 
was one of the principal causes for 
Ecuador’s economic troubles. Pending 
the clarification of the political situa- 
tion, businessmen were cautious about 
investing capital and sales were slow, 
the public spending only for urgent 
needs. Credit facilities were tight. 
Merchants complained that they were 
unable to collect accounts owing them 
and banks generally were refusing to 
discount commercial paper. However, 
a few business lines were reported hold- 
ing up well, including fertilizers, chemi- 
cals, and farm machinery. 

Merchants handling goods produced 
in the United States reported increased 
competition from goods produced in 
Japan and most European countries, 
including Germany, Italy, and France. 

The value of the free-market sucre 
declined, reaching its lowest ‘point on 
April 27 when dollar checks were 
quoted as high as 19.20 sucres per dollar 
(selling rate) in Quito. The Central 
Bank reported that the free-market 
sucre averaged 17.87 sucres per dollar 
(selling rate) in the period April 1-25, 
as compared with a rate of 17.74 in 
March. 

The Ecuadoran Government contin- 
ued to face a critical fiscal situation. 
Revenue ran far behind budget esti- 
mates and the Government's obligations, 


Bond Issue Approved 

The National Planning Board ap- 
proved the bond issue of 80 million 
sucres—instead of the previously 
planned 110 million—to be used in prep- 
aration for the llth Inter-American 
Conference at Quito in 1959. The Plan- 
ning Board feared the larger bond is- 
sue’s inflationary influence and believed 
that the larger amount could not be 
financed properly. At the end of the 
month the National Economic Council 





approved the Central Government's 
emission of bonds totaling 25 million 
sucres. This issue's proceeds will be used 
for urbanization, sanitary works, and 
street paving in the city of Quito—also 
in preparation for the Inter-American 
Conference of 1959. No indication has 
been made as to when either of these 
bond issues actually will be made, 


The Central Bank’s international 
monetary reserves continued to de- 
cline—from 278 million sucres (US$18.5 
million at the official rate of 15 sucres 
per dollar) at the end of March to 273 
million sucres (US$18.2 million) as of 
April 20. Foreign exchange actually on 
hand dropped in the same period from 
72.7 million sucres (US$4.85 million) to 
34.8 million (US$2.32 million), a de- 
cline of 52 percent. 

The Central Bahk’s foreign-exchange 
cash transactions showed a US$467,000 
deficit in the period April 1-20, bring- 
ing the total cumulative deficit for 1956 
to US$6,331,000. This deficit’s growing 
rate was slowed appreciably in the pe- 
riod under review. With new import 
restrictions beginning to take hold, new 
higher tariffs coming into effect, and 
the prospect of increased foreign- 
exchange revenues when the export 
season gets into full swing, it seemed 
probable at the end of April that the 
drain on Ecuador’s international re- 
serves soon would be reversed, 


Central Bank credits to the National 
Government increased, while credits ex- 
tended to the public declined a little in 
the period April 1-20. Means of pay- 
ment available to the public continued 
to shrink—by almost 3 percent in the 
first 20 days of the month—and cur- 
rency in circulation as of April 20 was 
down 3 percent, as compared with the 
figure at the end of March. Private- 
bank deposits declined slightly, but ex- 
cess reserves increased, reflecting the 
banks’ tight lending policy. 

Transportation service throughout the 
country- was hindered by the rainy sea- 
son, its landslides and washouts. At the 
end of the month the State Railways 
announced the inauguration of direct 
24-hour freight service between Duran 
(Guayaquil Terminal) and Quito. This 
new service is a bid by the railroads to 
recapture some of the freight moving 
by highway. 

The principal highways were kept 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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Greek Banking Official 
Visits United States 


Charles C. Arliotis, Chairman 
and Governor of the National 
Mortgage Bank of Greece, and a 
member of the board of a num- 
ber of other important Greek or- 
ganizations, arrived in the United 
States on June 4 for a visit of 
several weeks. 

Mr. Arliotis will visit New York, 
Washington, D. C., and perhaps a 
number of other U.S. cities for dis- 
cussions with banking circles, 
mortgage institutions, and hous- 
ing and home finance agencies, on 
the national housing program in 
Greece. 











Ecuadoran Economic ... 


(Continued from Page 7) 


open by construction and maintenance 
crews, but secondary roads continued 
to deteriorate. The National Planning 
Board published its report on a priority 
plan for construction of highways in 
the country’s eastern region. Of the 13 
roads now under construction in this 
program, the Board recommended that 
available funds be concentrated on 3 
only. 

A contract was signed for the con- 
struction of a highway under the direc- 
tion of the Comite de Vialidad del 
Guayas (Guayas Highway Commission) 
from Quevedo to the center of Manabi 
Province. This highway eventually will 
open up rich lands for agricultural de- 
velopment by private interests under 
Government concessions. 

The coastal airlines’ business was ex- 
cellent in April, as roads in that section 
were almost impassable in the rainy 
season. Work on the Quito airport was 
retarded by bad weather and all phases 
were behind schedule. Beginning of con- 
struction on the terminal buildings at 
the Quito and Guayaquil airports was 
still delayed. 

Seven new applications were made 
to Ecuadoran authorities for industrial 
development contracts. The applications 
envisage establishment of factories for 
paint, nylon stockings, cotton textiles, 
cement, aluminum ware, vegetable oil, 
and plastic toys. 

The 1,000-kilowatt hydroelectric plant 
built especially for the new cement 
plant in the Chimborazo Province was 
tested on April 27. The cement factory 
was nearing completion, operation sched- 
uled to begin within a few weeks, 

The Cuenca area economy was re- 
ported to have revived appreciably as 
farmers were developing a meat and 
poultry industry to replace the declin- 
ing tequilla straw (panama) hat trade. 
Enthusiasm over this program and the 
positive results it was showing—under 


the stimulus and direction of U. S. 
point 4 technicians—were highly encour- 
aging. Its effects were already being 
noted even in Guayaquil, where higher 
quality meat and eggs were being sold 
at lower prices. 

A contract was signed with the Ericc- 
son Company of Sweden for the instal- 
lation of telephone service in Quito. The 
work will take 34% years and will cost 
over US$2 million—U. S. Emb., Quito. 





Uruguayan Wool... 
(Continued from Page 6) 


and increased taxes to raise an addi- 
tional 43.5 million pesos in revenues. 

A new tax, amounting to 1 centesimo 
(0.01 peso) a bottle, was levied on beer 
and soft drinks. Increased taxes were 
imposed upon liquor licenses, real es- 
tate, luxury goods, business sales and 
transfers, inheritances and donations, 
mortgage operations, and profits of 
banks and business firms. The Govern- 
ment’s share of the profits of the Gov- 
ernment-operated lottery (quiniela) was 
also increased. 

New Tax Imposed 

The budget—not yet approved—pro- 
jected revenues and expenditures and 
called for new and/or increased taxes, 
apart from taxes levied by other meas- 
ures, calculated to bring in an addi- 
tional 104.7 million pesos a year. For 
the year 1956 expenditures were pro- 
jected at 540,921,638 pesos and revenues 
at 546,253,934 pesos; for 1957, 648,304,- 
655 pesos and 661,253,934 pesos, re- 
spectively; and for 1958, expenditures 
of 688,598,875 pesos and revenues of 
676,253,000 pesos. 

A new progressive tax on personal 
income derived from Uruguayan sources 
was the most important of the new 
and/or increased taxes proposed in the 
budget message. Exempt from this tax 
would be the net income up to 12,000 
pesos for a single person and up to 
24,000 pesos for a married person. 
Tax on incomes above these amounts 
would be progressive, ranging from 7 
percent on net incomes in the smallest 
bracket (up to 5,000 pesos) to 40 per- 
cent on incomes above 500,000 pesos. 

Deductions of 2,000 pesos each would 
be allowed for minors and physically 
incapacitated adult dependents. Other 
deductions would be allowed, as a gen- 
eral principal, for all normal expendi- 
tures which serve to produce, maintain, 
and increase personal incomes, as well 
as on an established percentage of 
medical and funeral expenses. The Gov- 
ernment calculated that the proposed 
tax on income would yield 40 milion 
pesos a year. 

Other budget revenue proposals in- 
cluded a tax on foreign travel and on 
a variety of business transactions, op- 
erations, and’ licenses. Request for 
additional taxes and the introduction 
of a personal income tax touched off 
considerable controversy and resistance. 

Import quotas were opened by the 


—e 


Export-Import Control Commission, 
totaling the equivalent in value of some 
$8.3 million. January allocations in- 


cluded an import quota of $720,000 in 
free dollars to purchase drugs and 
chemicals , from the United States 
and/or Canada. Most of the allocations, 
however, stipulated convention or in- 
convertible currencies. Import quotas 
with an equivalent value of $2,608,000 
were opened in March for purchases 
of cacao, coffee, yerba mate, and farina 
from Brazil. Commodities covered by 
other quotas for other countries in- 
cluded raw gypsum, bananas, drugs and 
chemicals, surgical and medical sup- 
plies, forage seed, raw tobacco, and 
construction materials. 


Import Quotas Imposed 

Limited availability of foreign ex- 
change continued to cause considerable 
concern, and in January the Govern- 
ment’s trade forecast for the coming 
year envisaged a material tightening 
in the import-supply situation, with ex- 
change receipts falling substantially 
short of necessary requirements’ ex- 
penditures. A limited offset to this 
pessimism was supplied by the Bank 
of the Republic’s March data showing 
an increase of $10 million in net gold 
and dollar reserves. This increase was 
attributed, however, to the influence of 
premiums on wool exports, which in- 
evitably would decline after exhaus- 
tion of the exportable balance of the 
last clip. The foreign-exchange short- 
age and attendant economic difficulties 
prompted the Government to ban costly 
“switch” transactions on imports 
chargeable to license allocations made 
to Argentina, Austria, Brazil, Czecho- 
slovakia, Finland, Greece, Hungary, 


Italy, Paraguay, Poland, East Germany, * 


Switzerland, Turkey, and Yugoslavia. 


As the direct result of increased wool 
sales, Uruguayan exports to the United 
States rose sharply in value, amounting 
to $11.1 million for the 3-month period, 
or approximately 3 times as much as 
the value of shipments to the United 
States in the corresponding period of 
1955. 


The Government signed a payments 
agreement with the Federal Republic 
of Germany in™the quarter (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Apr. 30, 1956, p. 9) 
and sent a delegation to Rio de Janeiro 
to negotiate the renewal of an agree- 
ment for the export of 300,000 tons of 
Uruguayan wheat and flour to Brazil. 
Interest in expediting this agreement 
was heightened by Uruguayan concern 
over the shipments of U. S. wheat to 
Brazil. The Government also signed an 
agreement with Paraguay providing for 
export of 20,000 tons of Uruguayan 
wheat at a reported price of $72.50 a 
ton, f. o. b.. Of potential importance, 
Uruguay in late March signed a gen- 
eral agreement with the United States 
for a program of technical coopera- 
tion.—U. S. Emb., Montevideo. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 





OL RAE = Bie OR OEER ES I OCG RIN 


‘ion, 
ome 

in- 
) in 
and 
ates 
ons, 

in- 
Otas 


ASES 
rina 
_ by 

in- 
and 
sup- 
and 


ex- 
able 
ern- 
ning 
ning 
ex- 
ially 
ex- 
this 
sank 
ving 
gold 
was 
e of 
in- 
aus- 
the 
lort- 
Ities 
stly 
orts 
nade 
cho- 
ary, 


any, ° 


a. 

wool 
ited 
iting 
riod, 
nh as 
ited 
d of 


ents 
ablie 
eign 
». 9) 
ieiro 
ree- 
is of 
‘azil. 
nent 
cern 
t to 
d an 
y for 
ayan 
50 a 
ince, 
gen- 
lates 
era- 


vekly 


ee ae 





f 





FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Netherlands Liberal 
Toward New Enterprises 


Under the Netherlands Industry 
Licensing Act which became effective 
on February 1, 1955, only 14 sectors of 
the Netherlands industry can be made 
subject to Ministry of Economic Affairs 
licensing for the establishment of a 
new firm or the expansion of an existing 
enterprise. 

In addition 3 industrial sectors and 
1 trade sector require licensing by the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, and 
Food Supply, and the closing of some 
industries to new investments under 
narrowly circumscribed conditions is 
permitted. 

Despite this authorization the Gov- 
ernment now requires licenses for the 
establishment or expansion of enter- 
prises from only 5 industries, according 
to the first agnual report to the Nether- 
lands Legislature on operation of the 
new act, These industries are the ball 
bearing and roller bearing; soda; car- 
bonic acid; window glass; and aluminum 
rolling mill products. 


Applications Considered 


During the period under review, Feb- 
ruary 1, 1955-February 1, 1956, the Gov- 
ernment received requests for issuance 
of licenses from the aluminum rolling- 
mill products and the carbonic-acid in- 
dustries. All three licenses were grant- 
ed, the one for the carbonic-acid indus- 
try after consultation with Belgium- 
Luxembourg authorities, as required un- 
der the BENELUX Treaty. 


Two other industries, not named in 
the Government report, requested the 
closing of their particular branches of 
industry to new investments. One ap- 
plication was turned down, and the 
other is still under study. 

The methyl-chloride industry and the 
automobile assembly and manufacturing 
industry, initially made subject to 
licensing, are now “open,” as the Gov- 
ernment saw no reason for requiring 
licenses after discussions with the manu- 
facturers concerned. 

The Netherlands Government there- 
fore apparently will continue to make 
use of its power to limit new invest- 
ment only in extreme cases, as has been 
pointed out by the Government and the 
Embassy in Washington (see also For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, Aug. 9, 1954, 
p. 15). 

All foreign investments, however, are 
still subject to license for reasons of 
foreign-exchange control. Such licenses 
must be applied for to the Netherlands 
Directorate-General for Industrializa- 
tion and Power Supply, Ministry of 
Economie Affairs, 30 Bezuidenhourse- 


weg, The Hague—U. S. Emb., The 
Hague, 
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New Zealand Considers Changes 
In Banking and Credit System 


The New Zealand Royal Commission on Monetary, Banking, and 
Credit Systems, established in March of last year to investigate the sys- 
tem, advisability of changes, and proposals therefor, endorses in its re- 
port submitted to the Minister of Finance early in April the orthodox 
methods of finance now used and calls for no radical changes, 


The more important of the Commis- 
sion’s recommendations are as follows: 

@ Under current conditions of over- 
full employment and inflationary tend- 
encies, oversea borrowing is recom- 
mended in limited amounts. Borrowing 
in the dollar area is favored especially, 
as finance is more difficult to obtain in 
London. 

The Commission notes that some 
other sterling area countries, that is, 
Australia and India, which also have 
had deficits with the dollar area, have 
borrowed dollars extensively in recent 
years and thus relieved to some extent 
the pressure on the sterling area’s re- 
serves. 

@The Commission advocates that 
New Zealand join the International 
Monetary Fund and the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment, largely for the possibility of ob- 
taining more oversea capital in this way. 

®A policy of cheap money should 
not be pursued under current condi- 
tions. Interest rates should be in- 
creased to encourage savings and to 
make money costs higher. Varying in- 
terest rates on overdrafts should ~be 
used to a greater extent as a method 
of controlling credit. 

@ The interest rate paid by agricul- 
tural marketing organizations which 
now borrow from the Reserve Bank at 
about 1 percent should be increased to 
the 4-percent commercial level, and the 
organizations should depend to a greater 
extent on trading banks for their 
finance. 

@ To determine future policy, mone- 
tary authorities should try to assess the 
bank credit level several months in ad- 
vance, and financial incentives should 
be given the banks to cooperate in such 
policy. 

@ Investments not requiring the Capi- 
tal Issues Committee’s consent, now 
$28,000, should be raised appreciably. 

® Private saving should be stimu- 
lated by providing premiums on such 


savings and by establishing new savings- - 


bank tacilities and higher interest rates. 
® Trading banks should be allowed to 
invest funds in Government securities. 
® Final decisions on monetary policy 
should rest with the Government, and 
the Reserve Bank of New Zealand Act 
should be revised to make explicit the 
respective functions of the Government 
and the Bank in relation to monetary 
licy. 
Established because of the Govern- 





4 


ment’s concern over inflationary trends, 

balance-of-payments deficits, and related 

problems, the Commission found that 

the principal proposals submitted for re- 

form of existing systems are not accept- 

able solutions to the problem of price . 
instability. 

The Commission notes that the 
balance-of-payments deficits are mere 
the outcome of a fundamental cause. 
The country, the report states, lives 
beyond its means by consuming and 
investing than it earns from its 
current output and if recurrences of 
the problems are to be avoided the 
Government must adopt timely and 
appropriate fiscal policies to prevent 
generation of excessive demand. 

The Commission also points out that 
the authorities have permitted spend- 
ing to expand unduly at times, with the 
result that there has been excessive 
competition for the limited supply of 
labor and resources available, a greater 
rise in costs and prices than was justi- 
fied by external factors alone, and re- 
current balance-of-payments difficulties 
despite large current earnings of over- 
sea exchange and improved trade terms. 

The monetary policy’s failure to pre- 
vent undue credit expansion in recent 
years, the Commission says, is attrib- 
uted chiefly to tardiness in using the 
reserve ratio mechanism and depend- 
ence to too great an extent on trading 
banks’ voluntary cooperation. Coordina- 
tion of monetary policy could have been 
greater and savings should have been 
stimulated to a greater extent. 





Germany Frees Import of 
Many Dollar Items 


The German Government has 
again relaxed restrictions on dol- 
lar imports, and many additional 
U. S. commodities can now be im- 
ported freely. 

With this new step, commodi- 
ties which in 1953 accounted for 
more than 90 percent of German 
imports from dollar areas on pri- 
vate account have been freed from 
quantitative restrictions. 

Items now added to the dollar 
liberalization list include approxi- 
mately 600 industrial and agri- 
cultural items, 
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Greece Sets New Banking Policy 


Revisions in the Greek Government’s 


credit and banking policy as announced ~ 


by the Prime Minister on April 28 are 
designed to increase industrial credit, 
reduce banking costs, liquidate frozen 
credits, improve the Bank of Greece's 
relationship with all other banks, and 
in general to assure smooth and ade- 
quate financing of the economy. 


The new measures are summarized 
as follows: 


@To encourage small depositors, in- 
terest rates are raised from 7 percent 
to 10 percent on savings bank deposits 
of under 100,000 drachmas, or US$3,333, 
and on deposits held over 6 months. 


@A i-percent increase is approved 
in rate of interest on bank grants ex- 
cept for exports, tobacco trade, and 
handicrafts. 


@A reduction from 1% percent to 1 
percent is made in interest rate on Bank 
of Greece grants to the Agriculture 
Bank. 


@ The 25-percent deposit required of 
commercial banks on deposits of public 
organizations is abolished. Concurrently, 
commercial banks’ reserve requirements 
with the Bank of Greece are reduced 
from 12 percent to 8 percent. Funds 
released on this basis will be used for 
special grants for foreign trade, tobacco 
trade, handicrafts, etc. The Bank of 
Greece will supply additional funds if 
needed at 5-percent interest. 

@ Commercial banks are authorized 
to rediscount up to 100 percent of their 
industrial bills with the Bank of Greece 
at 1 percent under the Bank’s normal 
rate. 

@ Commercial banks on special occa- 
sions also may have access to their cur- 
rent accounts with the Bank of Greece. 

@ Deposits of public organizations 
with the Bank of Greece will be in- 
vested in interest-bearing State bills. 
New funds from public organizations 
will be channeled to interest-bearing 
bills for major productive projects, and 
all balances will be transferred to the 
commercia] banks to assist in financing 
the economy. 

®@ Provisional facilities will be extend- 
ed to meet emergency requirements of 





Some Bath Fixtures Exempt 
From Canadian Dumping Duty 


Bathtubs, basins, water closets, and 
closet tanks imported into Canada for 
use as bathroom fixtures have been 
exempted from dumping duty, effec- 
tive May 3, for a period of 6 months. 

The effect of the exemption is that 
American suppliers may sell within the 
specified period such fixtures at prices 
less than the “fair market value as 
sold for home consumption .. ."with- 
out subjecting the Canadian importer 
to dumping duty. 
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industrial and commercial enterprises. 

© Credits to import-export trade will 
be enlarged and extended to strengthen 
the Greek economy. 

@ Part of foreign-exchange avail- 
abilities will be loaned through the 
Economic Development Financing Or- 
ganization (OHOA) for import of cap- 
ital goods to modernize the country’s 
productive equipment. Finally, a free 
money market will be organized under 
the protection of the gold clause to 
assist in the financing of productive 
enterprise. 

The Prime Minister stated that with- 
in the limits of the requirements of 
monetary stability the proposed changes 
will increase the Greek banking sys- 
tem’s capacity to supply necessary cred- 
its to expanding productive enterprise 
and thus lead to higher outputs and 
employment.—U. S. Emb., Athens. 





Increase in Canadian 


Tariff Board Proposed 


Canada’s Tariff Board will have its 
members increased from 3 to 5 if Parlia- 
ment approves a bill introduced by the 
Minister of Finance for such action. 

The measure also proposes that 2 
members be designated vice chairmen, 
which would enable the Board to con- 
duct two hearings simultaneously. The 
new legislation is intended to enable 
the Board to handle its heavy work-load 
better. 

The present Board has been fully 
occupied for 4 months and will be for 
a few more weeks with hearings on 
primary iron and steel products. It is 
also expected shortly to conduct in- 
vestigations of the tariff schedules for 
chemicals, zinc and its manufactures, 
and firebrick, and on some aspects of 
radio and television sets. 

The Board will, of course, continue its 
routine responsibility of dealing with 
appeals from the Deputy Minister of 
Customs’ decisions on the customs tariff 
and excise acts. 


tines Placed Under x 


Import Duty in Venezuela 
Toilet paper has been removed from 
the Venezuelan customs tariff free list, 
where it was classified as item No. 442, 
and has been reclassified under No. 249, 
Sanitary Articles, subitem C, dutiable, 
effective June 1, at the rate of 1 
bolivar (US$0.30) a gross kilogram. 
The action, contained in Bureau of 
Customs resolution No. 103 dated May 
26 and published in the Official Gazette 
of the same date, was taken to provide 
an ample consumption market for the 
local toilet paper industry. The industry 
for years has been urging the Venezuelan 
Government to grant it protection 
against imports.—U. S. Emb., Caracas, 





Reconstruction Agency 
Established in Lebanon 


The Lebanese Government on April 
11 established by law a National Office 
of Reconstruction for restoration of 
areas devastated by recent disasters, 

The new agency is to have an auton- 
omous fund which will be supplied by 
additional taxes. 

The new taxes, to be assessed until 
December 31, 1958, are as follows (3.23 
Lebanese pounds=US$1): 


@ A 3-percent surtax on amount of in- 
come and improved property tax, if 
such amount exceeds £L1,000. 

@A tax of £L2 per horsepower on 
private cars. 

@An additional tax of £10.25 per 
20 liters of gasoline, £L0.01 per liter 
of gasoil, and £L0.01 per liter of fuel 
oil. 


@A postage stamp of £10.02 to be 
affixed to all sealed envelopes with the 
exception of printed matter, without 
prejudice to internationdl agreements, 


@A 3-percent surtax on horse-racing 
and pigeon-shooting parimutuels, and a 
tax of £L1 on first-class admission tick- 
ets, £L0.25 on second-class tickets, and 
£L0.10 on third-class tickets to those 
events, 

@A surtax £L0.10 on all movie- 
theater admission tickets of less than 
£L1, £10.25 on tickets of from f£L1 to 
£L2, £L0.30 on tickets of from £12.01 
to £L5, and £L0.50 on tickets exceeding 
£L5. 

@ Additional customs duties on cer- 
tain imported commodities. 

® An additional 5-percent tax on reg- 
istrations of real estate sold to non- 
Lebanese people. 

It is stated in official circles that 
the real estate sales tax will especially 
affect nationals of neighboring countries 
who have recently considerably in- 
creased their real estate holdings in 
Lebanon. 

Lebanon was shaken by an earth- 
quake on March 16 which destroyed 
about 5,500 houses and damaged 11,000 
in 300 villages depriving 45,000 persons 
of homes. That calamity had been pre- 
ceded by a flood in mid-December of 
1955, when the Abu Ali River over- 
flowing its banks devastated important 
areas near Tripoli in north Lebanon. 

The United States Government on 
April 30 gave $2 million for aid in 
reconstruction, but charitable contribu- 
tions were inadequate in the face of 
the two catastrophic disasters.—U. S. 
Emb., Beirut. 

The U. S. share of cotton markets 
in 11 out of 12 major cotton import- 
ing countries continued at sharply 
reduced levels throughout the 1955-56 
season, the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture reports. 








Foreign Commerce Weekly 





oP 


peers preety 








i 
I 
‘ 
‘ 
' 


April 
ffice 
1 of 
prs. 

iton- 
1 by 


inti 
3.23 


f in- 
_ = 


' on 


per 
liter 
fuel 


» be 

the 
Mout 
‘nts, 
cing 
ida 
ick- 
and 
nose 


vie- 
han 
| to 
2.01 
jing 


cer- 


reg- 
10n- 


that 
ally 
ries 
in- 
in 


rth- 
yed 


ons 
ore- 
of 
yer- 
ant 
on. 
on 
in 
ibu- 


ets 
ort- 
‘ply 
»- 56 
pri- 





Se eee ee ee eer 





——_ 


Number of Nicaragua 
Import Duties Lowered 


Nicaraguan import duties have been 
considerably reduced on a number of 
items, including milk products, rubber 
articles, motion picture film, wooden 
shoe lasts, paper labels, and some tex- 
tiles. 

Items affected by the reductions, put 


into effect by various decrees; their 
new duties, specific in U. S. dollars per 
gross kilogram and percent ad valorem 
on c. i, f. value; with former rates 
shown in parentheses, are as follows: 


Decree No. 25, December 23, 1955, 
Effective Retroactively to July 1, 1955 


022-01-01-1. Condensed or evaporated milk, 
whole or semiskimmed, in liquid or semi- 
solid form, 0.11 (0.20) plus 10 percent (same). 
022-02-01-1. Whole or semiskimmed milk, 
dehydrated or dried, in solid form or in 
powder, 0.11 (0.20) plus 10 percent (same). 
029-09-00-2. Milk products not specifically 
mentioned in the Nicaraguan tariff, 0.12 
(0.30) plus 10 percent (25). 


Decree No. 26, January 7, 1956, Effec- 
tive Retroactively to July 1, 1955 


$13-05-01. Paraffin wax, ceresine, or ozoke- 
rite, 0.01 (0.02) plus 10 percent (same). 
621-01-04-1. Foam rubber in sheets, for 
shoe sole, whether or not lined with any 
textile material, 0.20 (0.25) plus 10 percent 
(same). 

621-01-04-2. Rubber thread, 0.05 (0.25) plus 
10 percent (same). 

632-09-00-3. Wooden lasts for shoemaking, 
0.12 (0.36) plus 20 percent (same). 
892-09-10-1. Labels of paper or cardboard 
for shipping or for price indication, 1.00 
(6.00) plus 20 percent (same). 

$92-09-11-2. Advertising or tourist-promotion 
material, except catalogs or instruction book- 
lets‘ which are duty-free, printed on paper 
or cardboard, 0.20 (0.70) 10 percent (same).. 


Deeree No. 30, January 30, 1956, Effec- 
tive February, 7, 1956 


ore -00 Movie film, 
or 

863. bi- 0-1. For educational purposes or for 
scientific propaganda, free (same) plus free 


exposed, developed 


(10 percent). 
864-01 -)0-2. For other purposes, 0.40 (1.00) 
plus 10 percent (same). 


Decree No. $1, February 2, 1956, Effec- 
tive February 13, 1956 


654-04. Fabrics, tulle, lace, ribbons, velvet, 
etc., embroidered, in the piece, strips, or 
other forms, not including embroidered cloth- 
ing and other embroidered made-up articles: 


-4-01. Of silk or floss silk, pure or 
mixed: 654-04-01-1, Those weighing up to 50 
grams per square meter and exceeding 30 


centimeters in width, 4.50 (10.00) plus 20 per- 
cent (30); 654-04-01-2, those weighing more 
than 50 grams per square meter and exceed- 
ing 30 centimeters in width, 4 (10) plus 20 
percent (30); 654-04-01-3, narrow fabrics, not 
exceeding 30 centimeters in width, § (10) plus 
20 percent (30). 

654-04-02. Of synthetic fibers, except rayon, 
pure or mixed: 654-04-02-1. Those weighing 
up to 50 grams per square meter and exceed- 
ing 30 centimeters in width, 4.50 (9.00) plus 
20 percent (30); 654-04-02-2, those weighing 
more than 50 grams per square meter an 
exceeding 30 centimeters in width, 8 (9) plus 


20 percent (30): 654-04-02-3, narrow fabrics, 


not exceeding 30 centimeters in width, 4 (9) 
plus 20 percent (30). 

654-04-03. Of rayon, pure or mixed: 654- 
04-03-1, Those weighing up to 60 grams per 
square meter and exceeding 30 centimeters 
in width, 4.50 (9.00) plus 20 percent (30); 
654-04-03-2, those weighing more than 50 
grams per square meter and exceeding 30 
centimeters in width, 3 (9) plus 20 percent 


(30); 654-04-03-8, narrow fabrics not exceed- 


(Continued on Page 26) 
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Brazil Revises Export Bonuses 


Cruzeiro bonuses paid to Brazilian 
exporters for foreign exchange derived 
from shipments abroad have been re- 
vised. 

Following are the new categories of ex- 
ports and bonuses payable in addition 
to the official buying rate of 18.36 
cruzerios to the dollar or its equivalent 
in other currencies: 


® First category: Coffee, 18.70 cru- 
zeiros per dollar or dollar equivalent for 
convertible currencies or currencies of 
countries of the limited-convertibility 


area (pounds sterling, German marks, - 


guilders, Belgian francs, and, beginning 
June 1, Italian agreement dollars); and 
17.19 cruzeiros per dollar equivalent 
for other currencies. 

@ Second category: Raw cotton, cacao 
beans, cacao paste, and dried or salted 
hides and skins of all kinds, 24.70 and 
22.95 cruzeiros for the two currency 
groups, respectively. 

® Third category: Cotton linters; cot- 
ton waste; peanuts; balata gum; ba- 
nanas and other table fruits; Brazil 
nuts with or without shell; cedar and 
other woods in logs or planks; carnauba 
and ouricuri or licuri wax; tea; mate; 
manioc flour; beans; soy beans; leaf and 
twisted tobacco; raw wool, washed or 
unwashed; massaranduba timber; mag- 
nesite (magnesium carbonate); castor 
seed and oil; cocoa butter and cake; 
menthol and its oil; corn; iron ore; 
manganese; rosewood oil; oiticica oil; 
sassafras oil; dried or raw furs of any 
kind; piassava; pine planks; piezoelec- 
tric quartz and unprocessed rock crys- 
tal; and sorva timber, 36.64 and 34.41 
cruzeiros for the two groups of cur- 
rencies, respectively. 

@ Fourth category: All other prod- 
ucts, 48.64 and 45.92 cruzeiros for the 
two currency groups, respectively. 

Minor Products Affected 

Thus bonuses payable to exporters 
of most minor Brazilian export prod- 
ucts are increased in an effort to pro- 
mote export trade. Bonuses are un- 
changed for coffee, constituting the 





Iraq Joins International 
Customs Tariff Convention 


Iraq has passed a law which provides 
for its adherence to the Convention for 
the Establishment of an International 
Federation for the Publication of Cus- 
toms Tariffs signed at Brussels, Belgium, 
on July 5, 1890, and the procedure for 
its implementation; and to the protocol 
amending the Convention signed at 
Brussels on December 16, 1949. 

The law, No. 15. of March 31, 1956, 
became effective on April 26, upon 
publication in the Government Gazette. 
—U. S. Emb., Baghdad. 


first category, and for commodities ef 
the second category, but for the third 
category, now enlarged, they are raised 
considerably from the former 24.70 
and 22.95 cruzeiros, respectively. Bo- 
nuses for fourth-category products are 

increased from 31.70 and 29.67 cruzeitos. 


In licensing exports,’ the Bank of 
Brazil’s Foreign Trade Department will 
consider the internal market's interests, 
If manufacturers are concerned, pro- 
spective exporters must present proof 
that Brazilian labor and raw materials 
account for at least 70 percent of the 
finished product’s cost. ‘Transactions 
relating to cotton exports authorized 
at special exchange rates are not 
affected. 


The reclassification of export cate- 
gories and the new bonus rates were 
established by Brazilian Superintend- 
ency of Money and Credit Instruction 
No, 131. The order was dated May 17 
and became effective on May 24, the 
date of publication in the Diario Oficial 
do Brasil——Diario Oficial do Brasil, 
May 24, 1956. 

The changes in export categories and 
bonuses should be noted in Depart- 
ment of Commerce publication on Li- 
censing and Exhange Controls—Brazil, 
World Trade Information Service, part 
2, No. 56-1, January "1956, pp. 4-5. 





Foreigners Need Permit To 
Obtain Viet-Namese Property 


All transfers of property in Viet- 
Nam, by gift or sale, to foreign persons 
and enterprises now require Presidential 
authorization, 

The new regulation, issued through 
a Presidential decree put into effect 
on April 20, applies to real estate; in- 
dustrial, handicraft, agricultural, and 
commercial enterprises; ships and 
planes; and public land. concessions. 

Rental of such properties for more 
than 10 years and transfer out of Viet- 
Nam of equipment from industrial, 
handicraft, or agricultural enterprises 
also must receive prior approval. 
Exempted are bequests or gifts to par- 
ents or children of the deceased or 
the donor. 


Applications for authorization accom- 
panied by documentary evidence of title 
must be submitted to the Department 
of Finance, which will make recom- 
mendations to the President. 

No exceptions are made for aliens 
having diplomatic or other privileges, 
but indications are that transactions of 
such persons will be approved as a mat- 
ter of routine, 

In general, the new regulation can 
be interpreted as a control measure 
subjecting foreigners to strict super- 
vision in acquisition of property rather 
than as an outright ban. 
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More Thai Industries Promoted 


Six additional Thai industries have 
been selected for promotion under the 
Thai Industrial Promotion Act of Oc- 
tober 1954. 


The industries which have now be- 
come eligible are: 

@ Spinning mills with a minimum of 
3,000 spindles. - 

@ Weaving mills with a minimum of 
50 looms. 

@ Enamelware plants of any size and 
manufacturing stage. 

@ Glazed earthenware plants with a 
minimum annual production capacity of 
100 tons and using predominantly local 
raw materials. 

@ Cement plants with a minimum an- 
nual production capacity of 50,000 tons. 

@ Refractory brick plants with a 
minimum annual production capacity 
of 350 tons and using predominantly 
local raw materials. 

Cited as reasons for selection of these 
industries are their essentiality to the 
country’s economy, adaptability to use 
of local raw materials, contribution to 
employment, and usefulness to other 
domestic industries. 


Present Status Summarized 


The present status of the newly 
selected industries is briefly as follows: 

The spinning in@ustry consists of one 
large cotton mill and a few smaller 
ones and a large number of small silk- 
spinning shops. The largest cotton 
plant, the Bangkok Cotton Mill, oper- 
ates 21,000 spindles and uses both 
domestic and imported cotton. The silk 
shops use mostly imported raw mate- 
rial. None of the silk shops are large 
enough to qualify for promotion. 

The largest weaving factory is the 
Government-owned Defense Ministry 
Cotton Mill with 250 looms. It weaves 
a coarse-grade cloth much of which is 
used by the Thai Army. Two other 
large factories are the Bangkok Weav- 
ing Mill with 150 looms and the Paka- 





Guatemala Places Ban on 
Imports From W. Germany 


Guatemala has placed an embargo 
on imports from Western Germany, ef- 
fective May 22, in retaliation against 
an embargo placed by Germany in 1955 
on imports of Guatemalan coffee. 

Excepted from the embargo are duly 
confirmed orders registered with the 
Guatemalan General Director of Cus- 
toms on or before the embargo’s ef- 
fective date. 

Guatemalan exports to Western Ger- 
many in 1953, 1954, and 1955 amounted 
to $4.6 million, $7.9 million, and $3.1 
million, respectively. Guatemalan im- 
ports from that country totaled $4.4 
million, $6.5 million, and $7.4 million 
for the same periods.—U. &. Emb., 
Guatemala. 
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nong Weaving Co. with 100 looms. In 
addition, there are many small-scale 
cotton- and silk-weaving shops too 
small to qualify under the act. 


Only three or four shops produce 
sizable quantities of metal enamel- 
ware, including enamel cooking ware 
and enamel spoons. One of the larger 
factories is owned by the Thai Rice Co., 
a semi-Government-owned firm. 


Only a few factories manufacture 
glazed earthenware, although the manu- 
facture of unglazed earthenware by 
small shops is quite extensive. The 
Ministry of Industry is erecting a mod- 
ern demonstration plant showing mod- 
ern glazing methods. 

The only company now making ce- 
ment is the Siam Cement Co., a pri- 
vately owned firm. The Government is 
establishing another, the Jalapratham 
Cement Co., which will use both Gov- 
ernment and private capital. 


A few companies in northern Thai- 
land and the Navy Glass Co. near Bang- 
kok, make refractory brick, but it is 
reported not to be of high quality. 


Although up to the end of last year 
no domestic firms had applied for sup- 
port under the act, domestic firms from 
almost every designated industry, in- 
cluding the group selected earlier, re- 
portedliy have approached the Indus- 
trial Promotion Commission for some 
form of privilege listed under the act.— 
U. S. Emb., Bangkok. 

The group of industries first selected 
for promotion under the program are 
listed in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
November 21, 1955, page 7. 





French Government May 


Reduce Export Aid 


The French Government plans to re- 
duce export aid to a maximum of 15 
percent, a figure believed to correspond 
to the current overvaluation of the 
franc, according to the French press. 

The French Finance and Economic 
Minister reportedly would limit export 
aid to the value added in France to the 
exported product and thus exclude the 
cost of the imported product's com- 
ponents. 

The proposed exclusion of import 
costs from export-aid computations is 
justified on the grounds that under the 
present exchange rate imports already 
have a price advantage. 

The Minister wishes also to eliminate 
entirely the export aid now accorded 
some products, such as steel, The French 
steel industry, the Minister states, does 
not need special aid to export steel, as 
the principal justification for aid was to 
subsidize internal steel-price levels. As 
the steel industry now plans to raise 
internal prices, the Minister feels that 
export aids are no longer justified. 


Germany Eases Rules on 
Capital Transactions 


Residents of the Federal Republic 
of Germany may now buy and sell 
foreign stocks and bonds negotiated 
on foreign exchanges and may acquire 
foreign-owned real estate located in 
the country. 

This general authorization, for an 
outward flow of capital for purchases of 
securities, granted in a Bank deutscher 
Laender announcement of May 6, es- 
tablishes certain criteria for the trans- 
actions: 


@ Transactions must be effected 
through the intermediary of a German 
foreign trade bank. 


@ Exchange regulations of the coun- 
try in which the securities are issued 
must permit transfer of earnings and 
conversion into German marks of pro- 
ceeds from their sale. 


@ Securities paid for in freely con- 
vertible currency must be sold against 
such currency. 

Interest payments, dividends, and 
foreign exchange obtained through re- 
sale may be credited to a resident's 
foreign-exchange account with a Foreign 
Trade Bank or converted directly into 
German marks. Such accounts may now 
be held for an unlimited time and the 
holder is free to use or sell his foreign 
exchange accruals at his own option. 

Formerly residents were required to 
convert these holdings into German 
marks if they were not used for foreign- 
exchange transactions within 6 months. 

These new measures on residefrts’ 
capital transactions follow a series of 
previous measures liberalizing regula- 
tions applied to nonresidents and are 
viewed by the Bank as a further step 
toward convertibility of the nation’s 
currency.—U. S. Emb., Bonn. 


Two Dollar Items Opened 
To German Import License 


Two additional categories of the non- | 
liberalized sector of German imports 
from the dollar area have been opened 
for issuance of import licenses under 
newly established quotas. 

Imports from the United States of 
unfinished buttons made of material 
other than mother-of-pearl and bone 
will be licensed until a quota of 200,000 
German marks is utilized but not after 
September 30 (4.2 marks=US$1). Re- 
export of the items is not permitted. 

Licenses will also be granted for im- 
port from the United States of heat- 
resistant glass until a quota of 25,000 
marks is exhausted but not after July 
31. Reexport of heat-resistant glass 
imported under this authorization will 





be permitted only against payment in * 


a freely convertible currency.—U. 
Emb., Bonn, 
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Satisfactory Balance Achieved in 


1956 Tariff Negotiations 


The tariff concessions which the United States has obtained and 
granted in 4 months of tariff bargaining with 21 other countries at 


Geneva, Switzerland, have been announced, The first stage of the con- 


cessions granted by the United States will become effective June 30. 
Twenty-two of the 35 governments that are parties to the General 


Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
completed negotiations at this confer- 
ence. The negotiations began January 
18 and the results were signed on May 
23 by representatives of all 22 govern- 
ments. 

A “concession” is usually either a re- 
duction of a tariff rate or a commitment 
not to raise an existing rate. 

The United States and each of the 
other 21 governments struck a mutually 
satisfactory balance of concessions on 


ww ~~ 





The complete lists of commodities, 
the changes in tariff rates, and a de- 
tailed analysis are given in a 311-page 
report available for $1 from _ the 
Superintendent of Documents, U. 8. 
Government Printing Office, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 

The report is Department of State 
Publication No. 6348, Commercial Poli- 
cy Series No. 158, entitled General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade—Anal- 
ysis of United States Negotiations— 
Sixth Protocol of Supplementary Con- 
cessions, Geneva, 1956. 





products which figure importantly in 
their two-way trade. In the bargaining, 
weight was given to many factors, in- 
cluding the amount of the existing trade 
in the commodities affected; the amount 
of trade expansion which the conces- 
sions are likely to stimulate; the depth 
of each country’s tariff cuts, which for 
some foreign countries ranges from a 
few percentage points to complete elimi- 
nation of the tariff (100 percent); and 
the question of how soon the concessions 
will go into effect. 


Concessions to U. S. Apply 
To $4C0 Million of Exports 


The 21 countries granted concessions 
to the United States applying to $400 
million of our exports to them in 1954, 
the latest year for which complete fig- 
ures are available. Under GATT rules, 
U. S. exporters will benefit not only 
from these concessions but also from 
concessions which the other countries 
granted to one another. No dollar esti- 
mate of the existing trade coverage of 
these added benefits is available. 

In the direct tariff negotiations, con- 
cessions were obtained for a wide range 
of U. S. export commodities, including, 
for example, citrus fruit and other citrus 
products exported to eight countries in- 
cluding Canada, Benelux, and the Fed- 
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eral Republic of Germany; animal tal- 
low and lard to Germany, Austria, and 
Chile; beer, shrimp, and oysters to 
Canada. Sixteen countries gave conces- 
sions on one or more of a wide variety 
of chemical products including plastic 
resins, antibiotics, insecticides, photo- 
graphic film, and synthetic textile fibers, 
Canada, Finland, Germany, Italy, Nor- 
way, Sweden and the United Kingdom 
gave concessions on some or all machine 
tools and attachments; concessions on 
various iron and steel products were 
obtained from Canada, France, Ger- 
many, Italy, Japan, Peru, and the United 
Kingdom. 

Concessions were also obtained from 
Benelux, Chile, the Dominican Republic 
and Germany on tobacco or tobacco 
products. Other important groups of 
concessions obtained, for export to vari- 
ous destinations, are heavy machinery; 
refrigerating and air-conditioning equip- 
ment; office machinery; motor vehicles; 
airplanes; electrical equipment; other 
canned fruits and vegetables; and petro- 
leum products. 


Additional Benefits for 
U. S. Exports To Result 


Substantial additional benefits for 
U. S. exports will result from the other 
countries’ negotiations with each other, 
For example, in a multilateral negotia- 
tion, the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
Benelux agreed to substantial reduc- 
tions in their duties on paper and paper 
products in return for concessions on 
textiles and other manufactured prod- 
ucts from Norway, Sweden, and Finland. 
These reduced duties will also be avail- 
able to U. S. exporters. Canada gave 
Cuba a concession on cigar leaf tobacco 
which should bring substantial benefits 
to U. S. exporters of that commodity to 
Canada. 


The United States granted conces- 
sions, in terms of tariff rates actually 
effective at the present time, which 
would apply to $519 million worth of 
our 1954 imports from the country with 
which each concession was initially ne- 
gotiated. Imports of these same items 
from other participating countries 
amounted to an additional $134 million, 
so that the total trade of all participat- 
ing countries covered by the concessions 
comes to $653 million. 

The United States also granted a po- 
tential concession on one item—copper 





—which could affect $158 million of 
imports on the basis of 1954 statistics, 
if it were to become effective. However, 
the import tax of 2 cents a pound is now 
suspended by U. S. domestic law—and 
even if the tax were reimposed, the re- 
duction would not operate if the price 
of copper fell below 24 cents a pound. 

Nearly all of the U. S. concessions, 
which were made under the Trade 
Agreements Extension Act of 1955— 
known before passage as H. R. 1—were 
made under the provision which author- 
izes the President to reduce tariffs by 
no more than 15 percent below the rates 
existing January 1, 1955, normally in 
three annual stages. 


Numerous Reductions Deeper 
Than 15 Percent Received 


Although other countries’ concessions 
vary widely in depth, many are deeper 
than the 15 percent which was the max- 
imum limit governing almost all U. S. 
concessions. For example, almost 80 per- 
cent of the trade coverage of Germany’s 
concessions to us are tariff reductions 
of 25 percent or more. Half of the trade 
coverage of Canada’s concessions to us 
are cuts of more than 21 percent, and 
the Canadians are also benefiting U. S. 
exporters by removing on certain com- 
modities the preferential treatment 
which they have been giving to British 
Commonwealth members. 

Also, with few exceptions, other coun- 
tries will put their concessions into ef- 
fect all at once, within the next few 
months. 


Among the concessions granted by the 
United States several have but little 
likelihood of affecting trade volume, 
even though they may help the other 
countries concerned earn more dollars. 

For example, the United States made 
a concession to the United Kingdom on 
Scotch whisky. Our imports of Scotch 
whisky in 1954 were valued ‘at more 
than $60 million, and it is doubtful 
whether the tariff, even now, is a signifi- 
eant restrictive factor. Thus, while our 
tariff reduction may make trade in 
Scotch whisky more profitable, it is 
doubtful whether the concession has 
much trade-expansion potential. 

What the United States gave in these 
negotiations included not only a quid 
pro quo for new concessions but also 
compensation for various past U. S. 
tariff increases, including our escape- 
clause action on bicycles. 


Total GATT Concessions 
About $7 Billion Each Way 


The total trade coverage of conces- 
sions granted by the United States in 
(Continued on Page 14) 
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Satisfactory Balance... 
(Continued from Page 13) 

all of the GATT negotiations up to now 
about equals the total trade coverage of 
concessions which have been obtained 
by the United States in GATT to im- 
prove the tariff treatment of American 
exports, and the figure remains at about 
$7 billion a year each way. 

Neither these figures nor the estimate 
of 60,000 items covered by GATT is 
much changed by this year’s negotia- 
tions, since most of the commodities 
had already been the subject of past 
concessions at Geneva in 1947; at An- 
necy, France, in 1947; at Torquay, Eng- 
land, in 1950-51; or at the 1955 confer- 
ence in Geneva at which Japan was 
brought into full GATT participation. 

The contribution of the new negotia- 
tions ig to have brought about further 
tariff reductions and preference elimina- 
tions on a portion of the trade already 
covered. 

The tariff concessions granted by the 
United States involve a variety of tariff 
categories and include Scotch whisky; 
vermouth; certain chemicals; aluminum; 
steel bars and tubes; automobiles and 
parts; airplanes and parts; unsweetened 
chocolate; oriental-type cigarette leaf 
tobacco; smoked sardines; sheet and 
plate glass; calculating machines; wrap- 
ping paper; carpets and rugs; fish oils; 
woven silk fabrics; piano accordions; 
synthetic rubber. 


U. K., Canada, Italy, and 
Germany Chief Negotiators 


In terms of trade coverage, the larg- 
est negotiation which the United States 
carried on at Geneva was with the 
United Kingdom. Next largest were 
those with Canada, Italy, the Federal 
Republic of Germany, and Benelux. 

Following are the 22 countries that 
completed negotiations: Australia, Aus- 
tria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Cuba, Den- 
mark, Dominican Republic, Finland, 
France, Federal Republic of Germany, 
Haiti, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Nether- 
lands, Norway, Peru, Sweden, Turkey, 
the United Kingdom, and the United 
States. 

In addition, the High Authority of 
the European Coal and Stee] Community 
(CSC) participated for the first time in 
a GATT tariff conference. Acting as 
agent for the six member states, the 
High Authority, negotiated reductions 
in the tariff rates of France, Germany, 
and Italy, on certain iron and steel prod- 
ucts. It did not negotiate reductions in 
the rates of Belgium, the Netherlands, 
and Luxembourg (Benelux), because 
their rates are generally lower than 
those of the other three. 

The total trade coverage of all the 
concessions made by the whole group 
in these negotiations is estimated at 
about $2.5 billion in 1954, 


U. S. Concessions Apply 
To Free-World Countries 


The tariff reductions granted by the 
United States will apply to imports into 
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the United States from all free-world 
countries. This is in accordance with 
the policy established by Congress in 
the trade-agreements legislation. The 
reductions will not, however, apply to 
imports from the Soviet-dominated bloc. 
Tariff reductions granted by the United 
States under the trade-agreements pro- 
gram are required to be withheld from 
the Soviet-dominated countries by sec- 
tion 5 of the Trade Agreements Exten- 
sion Act of 1951, as amended. 

Total imports into the United States 
from all foreign countries of products 
to which the tariff concessions granted 
by the United States will apply, 


, amounted to $911 million in 1954. Of 


this amount the countries which nego- 
tiated at Geneva supplied 89 percent, 
or $811 million. 

Most of the other governments which 
took part in the Geneva conference will 
also extend widely the concessions they 
have. granted in the negotiations. Thus, 
even though the greatest advantages 
resulting from the Geneva negotiations 
will accrue to the negotiating coun- 
tries, free-world trade in general will 
be better off for their having taken 
place. 


Conference Held in Accord 
With Regular Procedures 


U. S. participation in the conference 
was carried out on behalf of the Presi- 
dent in accordance with regular proce- 
dures. Recommendations as to items to 
be listed, offers to be made, and con- 
cessions to be sought were made to him 
by the Interdepartmental Committee on 
Trade Agreements, consisting of repre- 
sentatives of the Departments of Agri- 
culture, Commerce, Defense, Interior, 
Labor, State and Treasury; the Inter- 
national Cooperation Administration; 
and a member of the U. S. Tariff Com- 
mission. The President approved these 
recommendations and the results of the 
negotiations. 

On September 21, 1955, the Execu- 
tive Branch published a list of items on 
which U. S. concessions would be con- 
sidered. This “public list” was supple- 


mented on December 9, 1955. Public 
hearings were held on all these items, 

All of the products on which conces- 
sions were granted by the United States 
were selected from that list. The United 
States, however, did not make conces- 
sions on the whole list. 

No duty was reduced below a “peril 
point” rate found by the Tariff Commis- 
sion. 

The entire public list covered trade 
from all countries of about $1.63 billion, 
The concessions actually granted were 
on products with a trade coverage of 
about $911 million from all countries, 


United States Negotiates 
Two Raises in Tariff Rates 


The United States negotiated two In- 
creases in its tariff rates—on liquid sug- 
ar and certain fur-felt hats and hat 
bodies. The object of the liquid-sugar 
renegotiation was to bring the tariff 
rates on liquid sugar up to the existing 
level of the tariff on dry crystalline 
sugar. 

In the case of the hats and hat bodies, 
the principal object was to achieve the 
approximate level of protection which 
had been intended in the escape-clause 
action taken by the United States in 
1950. <A 1955 judicial determination 
held that the escape-clause rates did 
not apply to most of the hat bodies to 
which the escape-clause action had been 
directed, so that without some new ac- 
tion the domestic industry stood to lose 
the intended protection. 

In its “peril-point” report in connec- 
tion with the 1956 Gefieva negotiations, 
the Tariff Commission found that tariff 
increases were necessary to prevent se- 
rious injury to the domestic industries 
producing tungsten alloys and violins 
and violas. In both of these cases, 
however, it developed that the advan- 
tages of negotiating the increases would 
have been outweighed by attendant dis- 
advantages which made it undesirable 
to accomplish the increases by this 
means. Also, in the case of tungsten 
alloys, since some but not all alloys 
were specified in the public list, nego- 

(Continued on Page 24) 








investment in 


the Philippines 
$1 


From U. S. Department of Commerce Field Offices, 
or from the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Argentina Approves Nine 
Investment Applications 


The Central Bank of Argentina has 
begun to approve foreign capital in- 
yestment applications under Circular 
2324 of November 17, 1955. Investment 
applications of nine U. S. firms have 
been approved thus far: 


Cutters Laboratories, to manufac- 
ture lyopihlized blood and seriological 
compounds; Minnesota Mining and 
Manufacturing Co., to manufacture ad- 
hesive tapes, gummed fabrics and paper; 
Elton Trading Co., to polish diamonds 
for industrial and commercial uses; 
Koppers Internationa] Corp., to manu- 
facture polystyrene plastics; Eli Lilly 
International, to manufacture medical 
products; Seven-Up Corp., to manufac- 
ture extracts, reagents, and lemon es- 
gence; and Pfizer Corp., to manufacture 
antiobiotics with local Brandt labora- 
tories. 

Circular 2324 provides for the impor- 
tation, in the form of foreign capital 
investment, of machinery, equipment, 
and raw materials for the installation 
or completion of industrial plants. Cen- 
tral Bank evaluates investment offers 
on the basis of exchange savings to be 
gained by the proposed local manufac- 
tures. The significant feature for cur- 
rent foreign investors is the provision 
for application of the free-market rate 
to both imported capital and remit- 
tances. Thus, the investor can bring in 
his materials, capitalize them at a 
realistic peso value, and subsequently 
remit by free-market exchange pur- 
chases any quantity of earnings he 
desires. 

Information on investment in Argen- 
tina is available upon request from the 
American Republics Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 





Greek Firm May Extend Bid 
Deadline on Mining Project 


The bid deadline for the Ptolemais 
open-cast lignite mining and industrial 
installation may be extended to July 
15 by the Ptolemais Lignite Develop- 
ment Co. (LIPTOL), 8 Dragatsaniou 
Street, Athense 

U. S. suppliers are said to have a 
g00d chance to get contracts for heavy- 
duty trucks, air compressors, and com- 
pressed air tools. Additional data on 
financing ahd other matters are avail- 
able from the Trade Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

This bid opportunity was announced 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, May 21, 
1956, page 14, 
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Governments in Eleven Countries Invite | 
Bids on Variety of Equipment, Materials. 


The following governments, through 
their authorized procurement agencies, 
are inviting tenders for a number of 
items of potential interest to U. S, 
suppliers. 

Supplemental data, such as bidding 
instructions and specifications, are avail- 
able for review on loan from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., as 
indicated by symbol (*). 

Belgian Congo: 

Pharmaceutical supplies, 13 lots at an 
estimated value of 6.5 million francs 
(1 Belgian Congo franc=US$0.21) ; tend- 
ers invited until July 18 by Director 
General, Medical Supply Services, Leo- 
poldville. Specifications in French avail- 
able.* 

Five tons of insecticide powder for 
treatment: of cotton, consisting of 3 
percent gamma isomers of H.C.H.; bids 
invited until June 25 by the Comite de 
Gerance de la Caisse de Reserve Coton- 
niere (COGERCO), 10 avenue Prince de 
Liege, Leopoldville-Kalina.* 

Ceylon: 

Ticking, blue, narrow striped, superior 
quality for making matresses, 60,000 
lineal yards; galatea, blue striped, 
40,000 yards; pique, white, cotton, 
corded, for nurses uniforms, 5,000 yards; 
grey unbleached drill, thick, 30,000 
yards; bids invited until July 31 by the 
Chairman, Tender Board, Ministry of 
Finance, P. O. Box No. 500, Colombo, 
Bidding documents may be obtained 
from the Embassy of Ceylon, 2148 
Wyoming Avenue, NW., Washington, 
D. C. Samples of material avaliable.* 
Greece: 

Copper sulfate, 1,500 metric tons, 
estimated value $435,000; bids invited 
until June 27 by the Agricultural Bank 
of Greece, Permanent Supplies Com- 
mittee, 23 Venizelos Street, Athens. Ad- 
ditional information and assistance to 
prospective bidders may be obtained 
from the Greek Foreign Trade Admin- 
istration, 729 15th Street NW., Wash- 
ington, D, C.* 

India: 

Supply of one 225-ton indoor electric 
overhead traveling crane for the 
Damodar Valley Corporation Panchet 
Hill hydro-electric power station; bids 
invited until August 20 by the Deputy 
Chief Electrical Engineer (Engineering 
and Research), Damodar Valley Cor- 
poration, Anderson House, Alipore, Cal- 
cutta 27. Tender documents (No. ED. 
762.2) may be obtained from the office 
of the Deputy Chief Electrical Engineer, 
at the given address, for 50 rupees a set 
(1 rupee =US$0.21), excluding postage. 

Heavy-duty diesel electric Jocomo- 


tives, 24; bids invited until June 22 by 
Hindustan Steel, Private, Ltd., Rourkela, 
Orissa, 


Iran: 


Colored papers on bobbins and in 
sheets, 380 tons, bid deadline July 30; 
white papers on bobbins and in sheets, 
913 tons, bid deadline August 1; 60 tons 
steel strapping belts, 700,000 pieces 
strapping seals, 30 tons nails, bid dead- 
line August 6. Tenders invited by the 
Iranian Tobacco Monopoly Institute, 
Baghdad. Specifications on these items 
may be obtained at the Iranian Em- 
bassy, 3005 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Washington, D. C. 

Iraq: 

Completion of partially constructed 
highway from Baghdad to Samarrah. 
Bids invited until June 30 by the De- 
velopment Board and Ministry of Dé- 
velopment, Baghdad. The project 
comprises: the completion of the founda- 
tion and bituminous macadam surfacing 
for about 80 kilometers between the 
village of. Mishahada and town of 
Samarrah, together with all incidental 
works, Construction of the bridge and 
culverts is being executed by the De- 
velopment Board under a separate main 
contract. ; 

Two copies of bidding documents may 
be obtained from the Director General 
of Contracts, Ministry of Development, 
Baghdad, for 25 Iraqi dinars (1 dinar=— 
US$2.80), not refundable. Bids must be 
accompanied by a preliminary deposit of 


* 30,000 dinars. Copy of bid advertise- 


ment available.* 
Morocco: 


Tenders on three-phase transformers 
of 40, 60, 160 and 250 kva. invited until 
August 7 by the Directeur de la Regie 
des Services de l’Eau et de 1’Elec- 
tricite, 89 rue de vistas Tangier; 
the number of transformers to be sup- 
plied will be indicated later. Total value 
to amount to 5 million Moroccan franes 
(417 Moroccan frances = US$1 on Apr. 30, 
1956,) subject to change. A provisional 
guaranty of 100,000 Moroccan francs 
must. be deposited.* 
New Zealand: 

Cover boards, 160,000; buff manila, 50 
reams; book paper, 5,000 reams; bids 
invited until July 9 by the Government 
Printing and Stationery Department, 
Private Bag, Government Buildings 
P.O., Wellington. Copies of Specification 
No. 1068 covering these items are avail- 
able for review on loam from the New 
Zealand Government Trade Commis- 
sioner, 1145 19th Street NW., Washing- 
ton 6, D. C.* 

Valves, 30; and gaskets, 100, for the 
Wairakei geothermal project; bids in- 

(Continued on Page 17) 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS. 








Business Opportunities in France 


Reported by U. S. Trade Mission 


The interview records prepared by, the U. S. Mission on tour 
through France prior to the International Trade Fair held in Paris 
May 5-21, 1956, reveal a number of opportunities which may be of 


interest to U. S. firms. 


The following listings, taken from these records, are divided into 


two groups: Import opportunities and 
licensing opportunities. The import op- 
portunities list firm name and address, 
and indicate commodities each firm de- 
sires to export to the United States. 
In most instances, they are manufactur- 
ing firms wishing to export direct or 
through agents. 

The Department of Commerce can 
assume no responsibility for transac- 
tions undertaken with the listed firms. 
World Trade Directory reports will be 
prepared upon request for any of the 
firms or individuals listed, and may be 
obtained by qualified U. S. firms for 
$l a report from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


Import Opportunities: 

Ets. Agache, 12 rue du Vieux Fau- 
bourg, Lille, Nord, flax yarn, flax tow 
yarn, and baler twine. 

Rene Bertrand, 91 rue de I’Hopital 
Militaire, Lille, Nord, ladies’ millinery. 

A. Piot & Fils, Besancor, Doubs, 
bathing suits and sportswear; also 
woven fabrics for same. 

Boniteau Co., St. Etienne, Loire, elec- 
trie dryer for fingernails. 

Societe Exportation Fromagarie 
Bouche, 43-47 rue Biegue, Besancon, 
Doubs, cheese and processed cheese 
spreads. 

Braunstein Freres, 83 blvd. Exelemas, 
Paris, cigarette and carbon papers. 

Ets. Breton Freres, Ltd., 29-31 route 
@ Arras, Thumesnil-Lez-Lille (Nord), 
meat processing machinery. Also inter- 
ested in licensing a U. S. manufacturer. 

Brochet Freres, 35 rue de Vesol, 
Besancon, Doubs, baked goods, cakes, 
and candy. 

Champagne A. Chauvet, Tours-sur- 
Marne, champagne. 

Ets. Charlin, 18 rue Beranger, St. 
Etienne, Loire, high-quality shotguns 
and rifles for sporting purposes. 

M. Charpentier, St. Julien-en-Jarel, 
trimmings for dresses and linens. 

Cheynett & Co., St. Etienne, Loire, 
wool stoles and scarfs. 

Chicoree Prutez-Delatre, 29 rue Lal- 
lier, Cambrai, Nord, chickory. 

COFI, 30 rue Richelandiere, St. Eti- 
enne, Loire, gunite for concrete. 

Confiserie du Lac, 7 avenue de Cheres- 
nes, Annecy (Haute-Savoie), confec- 
tionery. 

Ste. Cotonniere “l’'Aragnee,” Mir- 
court, Vosges, bleached and dyed high- 
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quality cotton cloth for men’s shirts 
and ladies’ skirts and blouses. 


Cristalleries Daum, Nancy, Meurthe- 
et-Moselle, decorative crystalware. 


The Darne Gun, 4 Place du Theatre- 
Francais, Paris, and 32 rue de l'Hotel 
de Ville, Lyon, Loir@, custom-made shot- 
guns. 

J. Dentan (Deoluxe Co.), rue Thiers, 
Saint-Die, Vosges, fitted leather tvavel- 
ing cases and similar items. 

Establissements Descheemaeker, 66 
rue de Chalons, Tourcoing, Nord, dis- 
play and upholstery fabrics. 

Distillerie des Flandres, 14 rue de 
l’Abattoir, Dunkerque, Nord, Schiedam 
brandy. 

Paul Durand & Co., St. Etienne, Loire, 
alcohol duplicating machines, capable of 
printing in several colors. 

Ste. Ame. Emaillerie Alsacienne, 
Strasbourg-Hoenheim, Bas-Rhin, enamel 
advertising signs. 

Entremont Freres, Annecy, Haute- 
Savoie, cheeses including Gruyere, 
Tome-de-Savoie, Creme of Gruyere. 

James Etienne, Vouziers, Ardennes, 
laces for lingerie. Also desires agent 
in United States. 

Eyraud & Co. St. Etienne, Loire, 
women’s rayon scarves. 

Filled Constructions-Metalliques, Flo- 
range, Moselle, prefabricated metal 
buildings for all purposes. 

M. Fontanilles, 12 rue Praire, St. 
Etienne, Loire, high-quality silk and 
rayon piece goods for use in apparel 
trade. 

Forever, 130, rue de la Mer-Rouge, 
Mulhouse, Belfort Ter., high-quality 
expansion wristwatch bands. 

Manufacture Stephanoise o’Arms 
J. Gaucher, St. Etienne, Loire, high- 
quality guns. 

Gigi, Montbeliard, Doubs, byproducts 
of tar, especially napthalene, 

The Girodet Co., Yssingeaux, Haute- 
Loire, inner belts for men’s trousers. 

Griffon Cie, St. Etienne, Loire, auto- 
matie flush toilets. Also offers licens- 
ing arrangement to U.S. manufacturers, 

Guckenheim, Mulhouse, Belfort Ter., 
men’s high-quality nylon shirts. 

Louis Haase et Co. (Manufactures 
Reunies de Bonneterie), Thones, Haute 
Savoie, knitted undergarments for 
women. 

Verreries Hemain Freres, 8 rue de la 
Bourse, Lyon, Loire, commercial-type 
glassware. 

Societe Industrielle de Cran, 5 rue 


English Firm Seeks U. S, 
Licensing Arrangement - 


Turnem Manufacturing Co. Ltd, 17 
Victoria Street, London S.W. 1, manu- 
facturer of high-precision hydraulic 
equipment such as air compressors, 
locking jacks, pumps, piston selector 
valves, etc. is interested in licensing 
arrangements with U. S. firms for the 
manufacture of related equipment in 
England. 


The company has approximately 800 
employees, and is said to be engaged 
also in precision work in England's 
guided missile program and in the 
manufacture of aircraft components. 

Factory facilities, which include com- 
plete engineering and machine work- 
shops, cover an area of 200,000 square 
feet. The Turner Co. reportedly has 
capital available for constructing and 
equipping an additional 250,000 square 
feet, if U. S. patent rights or licensing 
agreements which warrant an expanded 
program can be obtained. 

C. F. Dumbell, a representative of 
the English firm, is in the United 
States until mid-July for discussions 
with interested companies regarding the 
facilities and potentialities which his 
firm can offer. He will visit New York, 
Washington, D. C., Chicago, Cleveland, 
and Dubuque. Interested firms are in- 
vited to correspond direct with him at 
1182 Locust Street, Dubuque, Iowa. 

Supplemental data are available for 
review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. A 
current World Trade Directory report 
is being prepared and will be available 
in the near future to qualified U. S. 
firms from BFC’s Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division for $1. 








de la Crete, Oran-Gevrier, Annecy, 
Haute-Savoie, portable kitchen mixers. 

Etablissements Jacobert, 10 rue de 
Turckheim, Colmar, Haut-Rhin, Alsa- 
tian wine. 

Kohler-Rehm, Colmar-Strasbourg, 
candy with soft fruit centers. 

Ets. Lautenbacher, avenue Jean 
Jaures, Lure, Haute Saone, bicycles and 
accessories. 

S. A. Lerebourg, Liverdum, Nancy, 
Meurthe-et-Moselle, jams and fruit syr- 
ups. Also wants agents in United 
States except New York. 

Etablissements J. L. Leclercq, 71 rue 
du Touquet, Tourcoing, Nord; also, 
15 rue du Sentier, Paris; display and 
upholstery fabrics. 

Lefeyre et Cie., Mirecourt, Vosges, 
high-quality cotton fabrics used in men’s 
and women’s garments. 

Leroux Freres, 3 rue de l'Hotel de 


(Continued on Page 18) 
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‘Italian Inventor Offers 
Television Patent 


Nino Turati, 4 Corso Someiller, 
Turin, wishes to assign to a U.S. 
firm his patent for a special tele- 
vision apparatus having 2 screens 
of 2 different orientations. 

Detailed information on this 
new television apparatus which 
Sr. Turati is seeking to introduce 
on the U.S. market may be ob- 
tained from him upon request at 
the Turin address. 

A World Trade Directory report 
on Sr. Turati is available to quali- 
fied U.S. firms from the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U.S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C., for $1. 











License Arrangement 


Wanted by Irish Firm 


Albright & Wilson (Ireland), Ltd, 
Ibex Works, Dunlaoghaire, County Dub- 
lin, chemical products manufacturing 
agents, is interested in being licensed 
by a U. S. firm for the manufacture and 
packaging of items in the food, pharma- 
ceutical, cosmetic, agricultural, or chem- 
ical industries. 

The Irish company now manufactures 
floor and furniture waxes, chemicals, 
meat extracts, cereal products, and vet- 
erinary products. Located in the port 
city of Dunlaoghaire, approximately 5 
miles from the capital at Dublin, the 
firm reportedly offers complete facili- 
ties for the manufacture of products 
allied to those now produced. 

Supplemental data, including photo- 
graphs of the plant, are available on 
loan from the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. A World Trade 
Directory report on the firm also is 
available to qualified U. S. firms from 
BFC for $1. 3 





Peru Construction Projects 
Discussed in Report 


A report on principal construction 
projects in progress or being negotiated 
in Peru has been prepared by the UV. S. 
Embassy in Lima. 

Mining, steel-mill, electric-power, ir- 
rigation, airport, highway, industrial, 
and other construction plans are dis- 
cussed. 

Also included are tables of estimated 
cement production, imports, and appa- 
rent consumption for the years 1949-55. 
A copy of this report is available on 
request from the Trade Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C, 


June 18, 1956 


Governments in... 


(Continued from Page 15) 

vited until July 12 by the Stores Man- 
ager, Ministry of Works, P. O. Box 
8024, Wellington. Specification No, 
SM.Q.1757 available for review on loan 
from the New Zealand Government 
Trade Commissioner.* 

Pakistan: 

Equipment for expansion of Lahore 
Central Telephone Exchange by 3,000 
lines, bid deadline June 30. Equalizer- 
amplifier and amplifiers for radio tele- 
phone d broadcasting, bid deadline 
July 3, Tenders in duplicate should be 
sent to F. Rizvi, Purchase Coordinating 
Officer, Posts and Telegraph Directo- 
rate-General Block 32, Pakistan Secre- 


tariat, Karachi.* 


Paraguay: 

One 12- to 14-inch hydraulic dredge 
with rotary cutter and barge workshop; 
bids to be submitted no later than 90 
days from May 14, 1956, to the Buying 
Committee, c/o Bank of Paraguay, 
Asuncion. The American Embassy in 
Asuncion has offered to obtain a copy 
of the technical specifications in English 
from the buying committee on behalf of 
U. S. firms upon prior deposit of $15 to 
cover costs and airmail. Terms and 
conditions in Spanish available.* 


Syria: 


Manual telephone instruments, 2,000; 
semiautomatic telephone instruments, 
2,000; automatic wall telephone instru- 
ments, 500; automatic table telephone 
instruments, 10,000; bids invited until 
June 23 by the Directorate General, 
Posts Telephone & Telegraph, Engineer- 
ing Department, Damascus. Deposit of 
S£8,000 (1S£=US$0.28) required for 
first item and S£40,000 for remainder.* 


One automatic electric vacuum pan 
or sterilizer apparatus for the steriliza- 
tion of serum, capacity of over 100-150 
liters, horizontal type, cylinder oven 
with wheel door opener/locker, 110- or 
220-volt, 50-cycle, 3-phase or monophase, 
coupled to steam boiler and pump for 
extracting air contents. ‘Technical spec- 
ifications and prices, also catalogs, for 
modern apparatus asked by the Direc- 
torate of Public Aid, Syrian Ministry of 
Health, Parliament Street, Damascus. 


One electric water-distillation appa- 
ratus (known in French as apyrogene), 
double distillation process, coupled to 
sedimentation apparatus. Most modern 
equipment required, to be used to pro- 
duce distilled water for use in vacuum 
pan or sterilizer for the sterilization of 
serums. Technical specifications and 
prices, also catalogs, of modern appa- 
ratus requested by the Syrian Ministry 
of Health, 


Construction of a 35,000-ton silo at 
Latakia Harbor; bids invited until 
August 7 by the general manager of the 
Latakia Port Co., Latakia. Copies of 
bidding documents available from that 
authority for $56. 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 


NATO. Construction 
In Italy Planned 


Two new projects in Italy, cost to be 
specified by tenderers, have been opened 
to U. S. bidders- under the international 
competitive bidding procedure of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce has reported. 


The first project (No. 16) involves 
construction and installation of 4 motor- 
driven fuel oil pumping units at Gaeta. 

The second project (No. 17) calls for 
repair of three metal tanks, and con- 
struction and installation of one new 
tank. 


Potential bidders must submit their 
applications to Ministero Difesa-Marina, 
Direzione Generale Genio Militare per 
la Marina, Divisione Amministrative, 
Rome, before June 20 on project No, 16, 
and before June 22 on project No, 17. 


Applications must be accompanied by 
answers to a questionnaire concerning 
the firm’s capabilities. A copy of this 
questionnaire may be obtained from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. A 
copy of this resume should be sent to 
the Trade Development Division to per- 
mit prompt certification to the Italian 
Government. 

A brochure describing the NATO in- 
ternational bidding program is available 
on request from the Trade Development 
Division, or from any U. S. Department 
of Commerce Field Office. 


W. German Visitor To Seek 
Licensing Arrangement 


Ernst G. Furbach, representing Kas- 
ika Chemische Fabrik GmbH, 60-72 
Gradestrasse, Berlin-Britz, is~sehkeduled 
to arrive in the United States on July 
4 for a visit of 4 weeks. 


Mr. Furbach, interested in studying 
production methods for leather paints 
and wood-surface treatment, will seek a 
licensing agreement from VU. S. firms 
for the manufacture of pajnts and var- 
nishes for special use on leather and 
woods, for manufacture and sale in 
West Germany. 


Firms interested in discussing pos- ~ 
sible licensing arrangements with Mr. 
Furbach are invited to address their 
requests directly to him, c/o Winter- 
feld, 21 W. Mosholn Parkway, New 
York 67, N. Y. The visitor's itinerary 
includes New York; Washington, D. C.; 
Wilmington, Del.; and Boston. A World 
Trade Directory report on the German 
company is available to qualified U. S. 
firms from the Commercial] Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., for $L. 
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Industrial Expansion 


Planned in India 


The second 5-year plan of the Indian 
Government calls for extensive addi- 
tions to the country’s industrial plants. 

These new facilities will require large 
quantities of capital goods as well as 
engineering services and production 
know-how. In some cases the new plants 
will provide opportunities for invest- 
ment of U. S. private capital and for 
licensing agreements. 

In addition to the expansion of iron 
and steel production and fabrication, 
substantially higher production targets 
have been set for the manufacture of 
heavy chemicals, fertilizers, cement, re- 
fractories, paper and paperboard, auto- 
mobiles, locomotives, diesel engines, bi- 
cycles, electric motors, and many types 
of industrial machinery. The plan also 
calis for intensive surveys of the coun- 
try’s mineral resources and increased 
output of coal, iron ore, manganese, 
limestone, gypsum, and bauxite. 

A copy of the draft outline of the 
second 5-year plan may be consulted at 
U. S. Department of Commerce Field 
Offices at Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, 
Cleveland, Detroit, Los Angeles, New 
York, Philadelphia, St. Louis, and San 
Francisco, or may be obtained on loan 
from the ‘Trade Development Division 
of the Department’s Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C, 


Indian Flour Miller 
Seeks U. S. Capital 


Narikeldanga Roller Flour Mills, 17-4 
Canal West Road, Calcutta 9, an old 
established manufacturer of flour, sem- 
olina, bran, atta, and other wheat prod- 
ucts, is seeking private U. S. collabora- 
tion through the supply of capital and 
machinery for the expansion of existing 
mill capacity from 1,800 long tons to 
1,930 long tons a month. 

The Indian company reportedly em- 
ploys 115 workers, including mill and 
office staff, and additional labor with 
the necessary limited skills is readily 
available. Expansion is said to be essen- 
tially required to meet the increasing 
demand for an improved quality of 
wheat products. 

Supplemental data on this proposal 
are available for review on loan from 
the Investment Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. A World Trade Directory report 
on the firm also is available to qualified 
U. S. cornpanies from BFC’s Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division for $1. 








Swiss lard imports increased from 
412,000 pounds in 1954 to 880,000 
pounds in 1955, 90 percent of which 
was from the United States, accord- 
ing to the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture. 


Business Opportunities... 
(Continued from Page 16) 
Ville, Roubaix, Nord, display and uphol- 
stery fabrics. 
Etablissements D. Leurent, Ronco- 
France, Nord, flax yarns. 


Lordson, 18 rue du Rhin, Mulhouse, 
Belfort Ter., readymade shirts for men. 

Lorthiois Leurent et Fils, Tourcoing, 
Nord, display and upholstery fabrics. 


Societe d’Exploitation des Etablisse- 
ments MAPED, 26 avenue du Parmelan, 
Annecy, Haute-Savoie, precision instru- 
ments for drafting. 


Societe Metallic, Thonon-les-Bains, 
display forms, air pumps, flush fittings 
for toilets. 

Est. Ad. Mischler, Fretigney, Haute- 
Saone, blinds, rolling doors, shutters, 
folding doors, venetian blinds, manufac- 
tured from steel, wood, aluminum, fab- 
ric, and plastic. Also willing to license 
U. S. manufacturer. 

Mori-Forges, 15a rue des Pres, Stras- 
bourg, Bas-Rhin, machine tools for 
brazing and welding. 

Morrell Co., St. Etienne, Loire, special 
type of packing for hydraulic devices. 

Mfr. Joseph Muller, Reiningue, Alsace, 
wide range of felt for industrial use 
in textile, paper, and chemical indus- 
tries. 

NAPPEY, Besancon, Doubs, watches, 

M. Payen (La Chaussure bebe “Kich- 
os’), 48 bid. de Sebastopol, Paris, soft- 
soled shoes for infants; also wants 
agents. 

Philippea Fils et Cie, Mirecourt, 
Vosges, embroidered table linens; also, 
baby quilts, bibs, toys, and gadgets. 

Picard Fayolle, St. Etienne, Loire, 
high-quality firearms, shotguns, and 
rifles. 

P. Pignol & Co., St. Etienne, Loire, 
ribbons. 

Madam Delrue Pilate, 16 rue Na- 
tionale, Lille, Nord, high-quality petit- 
point items for pillows and as large as 
tapestry pieces. 

Quiri & Cie, Strasbourg-Scheltrghein, 
Bas-Rhin, offset printing machinery. 
Also interested in licensing agreement 
with U. S. manufacturer. 

Fromageries Rentz, Ostheim, Alsace, 
various types of cheeses. Also wants 
agents. 

Maison Rispal, 172 rue de Chardonne, 
Paris, artistic handmade electric chan- 
deliers, authentic period pieces manu- 
factured to order. Also, possible im- 
port from United States of modern 
style electric fixtures and modern furni- 
ture. 

Ruhiman Vitraux d’Art, 11 rue de 
L’Est, Mulhouse, Belfort Ter., religious 
and artistic stained glass windows 
manufactured to order. 

Ets. Steurs, 80 rue, Ponsardin, Reims, 
Marne, shirts and ties for men. Also 
wants agents in United States. 

J. Schmidlin, 25 rue des Roses, Mul- 
house, Belfort, Ter., special tool for 
machine-shop use and a quick-acting 


— 


vise; also interested in licensing agree. 
ment for manufacture in United Statés 
of the special tool. 


Simon Co. 23 Charles d'Utreix, 
Troyes, Aub, sweaters and hosiery. 


Fabriques Tribaudeau, 4 rue des Fon- 
tenottes, Besancon, Doubs, Trib watches, 

Suzanne Vaquez, 3 rue Chauveau 
Lagarde, Paris 8, good- to high-quality 
lingerie, blouses, lounging robes, and 
allied lines. Also wants agents in . 
United States. 

Honroe Vinson, 12 rue des Mouli- 
niers, St. Etienne, Loire, silk, rayon, 
and nylon ribbons; also corset and 
brassiere fabrics. 


Licensing Opportunities: 

Alsacienne d’Aluminum, Le Chable- 
Beaumont, Haute-Savoie, wishes to be 
licensed by U. S. firm to manufacture 
laminated milk wrappings or containers 
of aluminum foil. 

M. Caminade Co., St. Etienne, Loire, 
has been manufacturing a metal clean- 
ing product and now wishes to be 
licensed by a U. S. firm for a kindred 
line. 

Edouard DeHaussy (president of a 
syndicate of producers of pharmaceu-, 
tical products), 50 rue Nationale, Lille, 
Nord, interested in new U. S. pharma- 
ceutical products for which he can 
obtain manufacturigg and importing 
rights. 

Elasto, Mulhouse, Belfort Ter., inter- 
ested in obtaining a U. S. license for 
the manufacture in France of adhesives 
and plaster-of-paris bandages. 

Ets. Goldenberg, Saverne, Bas-Rhin, 
wishes licensing agreement’ for the 
manufacture of tools in France. 

Ets. Paul Huschard, Guebwiller, 
Haut-Rhin, wishes licensing agreement 
for the manufacture of textile machine 
coverings. 

M. Jacquemard Cie, St. Etienne, 
Loire, desires to manufacture under 
U. S. license. Operates a machine shop, 
employing 430 persons, and over 500 
machines. Has been making brake as- 
semblies for automobiles, motorcycles, 
etc., and has capacity for the manu- 
facture of any of the usual machine 
manufactured parts. 

Ets. Rivolier (M. Rivolier, president 
of National Association of Fire Arm 
Producers), St. Etienne, Loire, wishes 
to sell license for handcuffs, patented 
in United States; also wishes to obtain 
license from U. S. manufacturer of 
certain rifle parts. 

Theodore Voltzenlogel (chemical en- 
gineer), 63 avenue Aristire Briand, 
Mulhouse, Bas-Rhin, desires licensing 
agreement on royalty basis with U. S. 
firm which will usé his patented chemi- 
cal processes. 





Cuban meat imports rose sharply in 
1955, reaching 32 million pounds, 50 
percent over the preceding year, the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture reports. 
Almost all of the imports came from 
the United States, 
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Foreign Trade Service 
Offered in Liberia 


David H. McKinnon, an Ameri- 
ean citizen, formerly of the Bank 
of Monrovia, in Liberia, is offer- 
ing the following services to for- 
eign exporters: Credit and trade 
information on local firms, the 
collection of delinquent accounts, 
disposal of distressed shipments, 
and assistance in the establish- 
ment of agency and import con- 
tacts. 

Mr. McKinnon will have offices 
in the Macars Building on Broad 
Street, Monrovia, and his address 
will be P. O. Box 230, Monrovia. 
Supplemental data are available 
for review on loan from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U.S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
_ dD. C. . 














Dairying Investment 
Open in Australia 


An investment opportunity in the 


manufacture of cream separators for 
the Australian dairy industry is indi- 
cated in a report prepared by an indus- 
try group in that country. 

Although an important dairying coun- 
try, Australia is said to be entirely 
dependent on imports of this type of 
machinery for its requirements. Cream 
separator imports have averaged more 
than a half million dollars annually for 
the past 5 years, and is expected to in- 
crease with the population rise and the 
economy expansion. New Zealand, which 
is said to be an even more important 
producer of dairy products, offers a 
ready export market to a manufacturer 
in Australia. 

Most of the materials required for the 
manufacture of cream separators are 
readily available in Australia, and the 
precision engineering methods involved 
are reported to be well within the pres- 
ent capacity of Australian industry. A 
copy of this preliminary study is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Invest- 
ment Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


Guatemala Extends Bid Date 


Opening of bids on steel superstruc- 
tures for 13 highway bridges has been 
postponed until July 5 by the Depart- 
amento de Bienes Nacionales, Licitac- 
iones y Asuntos Alemanes, 14 Calle No. 
3-60, Zona 1, Guatemala City. 


_This invitation was announced in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, May 7, 1956, 
page 9, 


June 18, 1956 


India Seeks Firm 
To Design Foundry 


Karnaiwt Singh and P. C. Kapoor, 
members of the Indian Government's 
Railway Board negotiating team, will 
arrive in the United States on June 25 
for approximately 2 months to negotiate 
with U. S. engineering firms for the 
design, supervision of construction, and 
the training of supervisory personnel for 
a steel casting foundry of 7,000 tons 
expandable to 10,000 tons. 

The foundry is to satisfy annual re- 
quirements for construction of 300 loco- 
motives in connection with the Govern- 
ment-owned Chittaranjan Locomotive 
Works in West Bengal. Contracts for 
construction and equipment. will be 
called for at a later date. 

The team plans to spend at least 1 
day with each engineering firm wishing 
to submit a bid and approximately 2 
days visiting each foundry in which per- 
sonnel may be trained. Engineering 
firms wishing to negotiate a bid may 
obtain further data and arrange for in- 
terviews with the team through R. L. 
Vohra, Technical Attache, India Supply 
Mission, 2536 Massachusetts Avenue, 
NW, Washington, D. C. 





Iraq Businessmen in U. S. 
To Develop Date Market 


Nuri Abdulahad and Muhammad Said 
Al-Nakeeb, managing director and 
member of the board, respectively, of 
Iraq Dates Trading Co., Ashar, Basra, 
are in New York to develop the market 
for Basra dates, particularly the more 
abundant sayer type and good aver- 
age quality grades. 

In this country until about the 25th 
of June, they may be reached c/o Con- 
sulate General of Iraq, 22 East 73d 
Street, New York City. They also will 
visit Washington, D. C. The Iraq Dates 
Trading Co. by concession of the Iraq 
Government holds the monopoly for 
the export of Basra dates. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
Iraq Dates Trading Co. may be ob- 
tained by qualified U. S. firms from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
2, BD. C.~for $i. 

Three New Zealand contracts worth 
millions of pounds will be let within 
the next few months for development 
of the North Island's power resources, 
the Government of New Zealand has 
announced. 

Two of the contracts will involve 
major works for the 180,000-kilowatt 
steam electric station at Mercer and the 
40,000- to 60,000-kilowatt geothermal 
electric station at Wairakei. The third 
will be for the first stage in developing 
Ohakuri, another hydroelectric station 
on the Waikato River, 








NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed inter- 
est in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. While 
every effort is made to include only 
firms or individuals of good repute, 
the Department of Commerce cannot 
assume responsibility for any transac- 
tions undertaken with these firms. 

World Trade Directory reports on 
the listed firms are available to quali- 
fied U. S. firms from BFC’s Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, or through 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices (listed on p. 2), for $1 
each. However, the usual precautions 
should be taken? all transactions are 
subject to prevailing laws and regula- 
tions in this country and abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able when indicated by symbol (*), 
Firms domiciled in the United States 
may obtain this material on loan from 
the Trade Opportunity Section, Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Clothing and Accessories: 


Germany—Brueggemann & Brand KG, 
(manufacturer, exporter), 67 Schoen- 
taler Strasse, Wetter (Ruhr), wishes 
to export direct ladies’ blouses and 
skirts. Photographs available.* 

Germany — Velo-Sportartikelfabrik 
Bruckmann & Co. (manufacturer, ex- 
porter of ear flaps and frames, bicycle 
and motorcycle spare parts, also pro- 
tective clothing), 65 Birkenstrasse, 
Duesseldorf, wishes to export direct or 
through agent ear flaps and frames. 
Price list available.* 


Curies, Novelties, and Handicraft: 

Germany — Metallwarenfabrik Ferd. 
Hoffstaetter (manufacturer, exporter), 
142 Hauptstrasse, Beuel-Limperich b. 
Bonn, wishes to export direct or 
through agent gift articles, including 
medals, carnival decorations, automo- 
bile badges of all kinds, insignia badges, 
enameled and copper-plated ash trays, 
cigarette extinguishers, and enamel 
and metal advertising articles. I)lus- 
trated leaflets available.* 

Ecclesiastical Supplies: 

Germany—Fritz Schwerdt (goldsmith, 
exporter), 17 Johanniterstrasse, Aachen, 
wishes to export direct handmade re- 
ligious articles of precious metals, also 
made to desired designs. Photographs 
available.* 

Italy—L’Arte del Marmo (manufac- 
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turer, exporter, also architect and pro- 
fessor of sculpture), 45/r via Palazzolo, 
Florence, wishes to export direct ar- 
tistic and religious marble works, in- 
cluding’ statuary, complete churches, 
mortuaries, and parts thereof such as 
altars, interiors, etc. 

Italy — Enzo Viviani (export mer- 
chant), 2, via Pisana, Pietrasanta prov. 
of Lucca, wishes to export direct reli- 
gious articles of ceramics and plaster; 
also, marble religious statues and man- 
gers, artistic marble and stone works 
for church and cemetery. 


Flatware: 


Denmark—Willy Buhl (export met. 
chant), 18 -Nybrogade, Copenhagen, 
wishes to export direct table flatware 
of stainless stee] and teakwood. Sam- 
ples available from firm against pay- 
ment. 

Furniture: 


France—Francis Praud (manufactur- 
er, wholesaler, exporter), 20 place de 
l’Hotel-de-Ville, Aizenay, Vendee, wish- 
es to export direct or through agent 
high-quality wood household furniture 
including wardrobes and other pieces 
made of cherry, mahogany, walnut, 
etc., including reproductions of an- 
tiques and of period and conventional 
types, such as Louis XIII, Louis XIV, 
Renaissance, Gothic, and Regency; also 
Basque and Vendee artistic furniture; 
carved art furniture; also modern. Pre- 
fers correspondence in French. Photo- 
graphs and price list available.* 

Italy—Cumino & C. Soc. Acc. Semp. 
(manufacturer), 1 Via Cernaia, Turin, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent good-quality artistic and decora- 
tive panels and table tops, each of 
which is an original piece, protected 
by a special chemical treatment. Pan- 
els or table tops also made to order. 
Catalog available.* 


Hand Tools: 


Germany—Alfred Baumbach (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 38 Maxstrasse, 
Remscheid, wishes to export direct 
pliers of all kinds. Catalog available.* 


Hardware: 


France—Samea, 55 avenue George V, 
Paris, wishes to export through agent 
inexpensive door closing device; also 
offers license to U. S. manufacturer. 

Leather Goods: 

Egypt — Ernest M. Zariffa & Co. 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 
P. O. Box 1484, 172 Sharia El Alaa, 
Cairo, wishes to export direct or 
through agent leather goods including 
purses, brief cases, wallets, albums, and 
ladies bags, embossed with Egyptian 
and Pharaonic designs, Photographs 
available.* 


Magnets: 


Netherlands—Madava, N.V. (import- 
er, wholesaler of instruments and ap- 
paratus; manufacturer, exporter of 
magneto systems), 6 Bierkade, The 
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Subway Planned 
For Bogota 


The Mayor of Bogota, Colombia, 
has requested the assistance of 
the U.S. Department of Com- 
merce in locating a concession- 
naire to plan, construct, and cper- 
ate a subway in Bogota. The con- 
cession would be granted for from 
20 to 30 years, depending upon 
the completed cost of the project. 

The task for any interested 
group would be to formulate an 
initial plan as well as to under- 
take subsequent construction and 
operation. 

Firms interested in this project 
are invited to submit their re- 
quests, with qualifying data or 
descriptive brochures outlining in 
some detail their ability to under- 
take this construction program, to 
the Investment Development Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U.S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 











Hague, wishes to export direct perma- 
nent magnetic chucks in various sizes 
and models; manufactured to require- 
ments. Illustrated.leaflets available.” 


Notions: 


Germany — Aug. Mohr, Bandfabrik 
(manufacturer, exporter of ribbons of 
all kinds, including perlon and nylon), 
30/32 Saarbruecker Strasse, Wuppertal- 
Barmen, wishes to export direct or 
through regional agents 10 million yards 
of decorative ribbons. Samples avail- 
able.* 

Germany—Weitzel GmbH (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 19 Am Drostenstueck, 
Luedenscheid i. W., wishes to export 
direct or through agent stick-on wall 
hooks of plastic. Illustrated leaflet 
available.* 


Office Supplies: 


Germany — Aug. Mohr, Bandfabrik 
(manufacturer, exporter of ribbons of 
all kinds, including perlon and nylon), 
30/32 Saarbruecker Strasse, Wupper- 
tal-Barmen, wishes to export direct or 
through regional agents 10 million yards 
of uninked typewriter ribbons. Samples 
available.* 

Sculptures: 

Italy — Armando Gerbino (sculptor, 
exporter), 10/1 Salita Montagnola dei 
Servi, Genoa, wishes to export direct 
or through agent wooden, marble and 
bronze sculptures to order. Correspond- 
ence in Italian preferred. 

Textiles: 

India—M. M. Mohamed & Co. (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 32 Angappa Naick 
St., Madras 1, Madras State, wishes to 
export direct or through agent large 
quantities of cotton handloom textiles 
to buyer’s requirements. 


Toilet Goods: 


Germany—Westfaelische Kamm- und 
Zahnbuerstenfabrik Hattendorf & Held 
(manufacturer, exporter), 20 Weinberg. ; 
strasse, Schoetmar, wishes to export 
direct or through regional agents vari- 
ous styles of combs and hair orna- 
ments; and tooth, hair, and hand 
brushes. Illustrated leaflets with price 
information available.* 


Vulcanizing Supplies: 


Germany — Aug. Mohr, Bandfabrik 
(manufacturer, exporter of ribbons of 
all kinds, including perlon and nylon), 
30/32 Saarbruecker Strasse, Wupper- 
tal-Barmen, wishes to export direct or 
through regional agents 10 million yards 
of synthetic wrapping ribbons used for 
wrapping rubber tubes and hoses dur- 
ing vulcanizing procedures. Sample and 
description for use available.* 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Parts: 


Denmark—Jul. Jacobsen (importer, 
retailer, wholesaler, manufacturer’s 
agept of automotive parts and equip- 
ment), 18 Lokkegade, Aalborg, wishes to 
purchase direct and obtain agency for 
hoses and tubing with wire and canvas 
braid. 


Electric Fans: 


Saudi Arabia—Ahmed & Mohamad 
Saleh Kaki (importer, wholesaler of 
automotive spare parts, general mer- 
chandise, and office equipment), Box 
234, Mecca, wishes to purchase direct 
electric fans. 





Grease: 


France—Societe Armoricaine de Cir- 
ages et Produits d’Entretien, 31 rue de 
Dinan, Rennes (Ille-et-Vilaine), wishes 
to purchase direct grease from U. S&S. 
manufacturer, conforming to military 
specification MIL-G-10924, and exported 
in bulk for packaging in firm’s factory 
in France. 

Machinery: 

Sweden—Contitrade AB (importer of 
electric machinery, vulcanizers, motor- 
cycles and other vehicles, textiles, and 
airplanes), 10 Magasinsgatan, Gote- 
borg, wishes to purchase direct ma- 
chines and tools for retreading tires, 
as well as other equipment and tools 








used in garages and tire shops. 
Thailand—Kui Seng Co. (registered 
as Yarvabhand Co.) (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer), 335 Sampheng 
Road, Bangkok, wishes to purchase di- 
rect one machine for making plastic 


baby nursing bottles with %”- to 2”- } 


diameter necks. 


Refrigeration Equipment: 

Saudi Arabia—Ahmed & Mohamad 
Saleh Kaki (importer, wholesaler of 
automotive spare parts, general mer- 
chandise, and office equipment), Box 
234, Mecca, wishes to purchase direct 
refrigerators and coolers. 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 
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Stationery Supplies: 

France—Societe Barrault & Cie- 
Comfort-Pen (import merchant, manu- 
facturer), 1 rue Marie-Louise, Paris, 
wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for fountain pens, ballpoint 
pens, Office and school supplies, post 
eards, and plastic optical goods. 

Tires and Tubes: 


Sweden—Contitrade AB (importer of 
electric machinery, vulcanizers, motor- 
cycles and other vehicles, textiles, and 
airplanes), 10 Magasinsgatan, Goteborg, 
wishes to purchase direct passenger and 


_ truck tires and tubes. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Agricultural and Construction Equip- 
ment: 

Paraguay—Cubeco S.R.L. (importing 
distributor, retailer of agricultural and 
industrial machinery and equipment, 
tubes, tires, and general merchandise), 
Palma y Garibaldi, Asuncion, seeks rep- 
resentation for U. S. tractors for agri- 
culture and road construction, either 
with wheels or chains. 


Building Materials: 

Mexico—Guillermo L. Navarro 
tential commission agent, and ma@gnu- 
facturers’ representative), Edificio 
Chapa, Desp. No. 206 Monterrey, Nuevo 
Leon, seeks agency for construction 
materials, as well as general repre- 
sentations. 


New Zealand — Manning-Cotterall & 
Co. (manufacturer’s agent for machin- 
ery, tools, and electrical equipment), 15 
Queen St., Auckland, seeks agency for 
insulating materials. 


Diesel Engines: 


France—Rene Lemoine & Cie (Etab- 
lissements) (retailer and sales agent for 
marine engines, generators, etc.), 40 
rue Ferrere, Bordeaux, Gironde, seeks 
agency for very good quality marine 
engines, preferably diesel, for outboard 
propulsion, light-duty. Descriptive lit- 
erature and price lists desired. 





(po- 


Drugs and Pharmaceuticals: 

France—Bertrand Verley (agent), 101 
Boul. de la Liberte, Lille, seeks agency 
from U. S. firms for drugs and pharma- 
ceuticals. 

Electrical Equipment: 


New Zealand — Manning-Cotterall & 
Co. (manufacturer’s agent for machin- 


ery, tools, and electrical equipment), 
15 Queen St., Auckland, seeks agency 
for electrical equipment. 

Foodstuffs: 


British West Indies—D.E. Eckel & 
Co. (importing distributor, commission 
merchant, manufacturers’ agent), 2 
Richmond St., Port of Spain, Trinidad, 
wishes to obtain agency for whole and 
cut-up chickens. 


June 18, 1956 


Jewelry: 
Union of South Africa—A. Green- 
aways (Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturers’ 


agent), 44 Anglo-African House, Smith 
St., Durban, seeks agency for brightly 
colored, inexpensive costume jewelry. 


Miscellaneous Equipment: 


Netherlands — Handelmaatschappij 
Niwedo (importing distributor of gen- 
eral merchandise), 12-14 Nieuwe Doe- 
lenstraat, Amsterdam C., wishes to ob- 
tain agency for oil stoves and burners, 
fire extinguishers, and air compressors, 

Railroad Ties: 

Germany—Traugott & Co. (importer, 
commission merchant, sales/indent 
agent, manufacturer’s agent for logs, 
sawn lumber, veneer, and plywood), 6 
Wandsbecker Chaussee, Hamburg, seeks 
agency for 2,000 to 3,000 unprocessed 
oak railroad ties (not red oak). 

Shoemakers’ Supplies: 

Union of South Africa—A. Green- 
aways (Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturers’ 
agent), 44 Anglo-African House, Smith 
St., Durban, seeks agency for shoe 
manufacturers’ requirements, particu- 
larly shoe trimmings, insole boards, and 
leather uppers. 


Tarpaulins: 
Norway—Brekke & Co. (agent), 5 
Kirkegaten, Oslo, seeks agency for 


plastic-coated tarpaulins of synthetic 
materials. 

Textiles: 

British West Indies—D. E. Eckel & 
Co. (importing distributor, commission 
merchant, manufacturers’ agent), 2 
Richmond St., Port of Spain, Trinidad, 
seeks agency for plain and printed, 
glazed and embossed cottons, 36” wide, 
40/5-yd. lengths; and cotton, rayon, 
and nylon marquisettes, 36”, 42”, 48” 
wide, 40/5-yd. lengths. 


Union of South Africa — A. Green- 
aways (Pty.), Ltd. (manfacturers’ 
agent), 44 Anglo-African House, Smith 
St., Durban, wishes* to obtain agency 
from U. S. mills for nylon moquettes 
and tapestries; cretonne curtaining 
fabric, preferably 48”; and dress fabrics 
of cotton and synthetic fibers. 

Tools: 

New Zealand — Manning-Cotterall & 
Co. (manufacturer’s agent for machin- 
ery, tools and electrical equipment), 15 


Queen St., Auckland, seeks agency for 
tools for engineering and plumbing 
trades, 

Toys: 

Union of South Africa — A. Green- 
aways (Pty.), Ltd. (manfacturers’ 
agent), 44 Anglo-African House, Smith 


St., Durban, seeks agency from U. S. 
manufacturers of novelty type toy lines, 
particularly small nonmechanical models 
of automobiles and aircraft. 


Wire: 
Union of South Africa — A. Green- 


aways (Pty.), Ltd. (manfacturers’ 
agent), 44 Anglo-African House, Smith 


St., Durban, seeks agency from U. S. 
manufacturers for Yaga mattress, 
and soft weaving wires. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
, AVAILABLE 











The Commercial hy ey Di- 
vision has published ed —a 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 
gregnee copies may be obtained 
y firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and 
and from 


merce Field ofises, The p ste 
$2 a list for each country. 

Most of these lists are pref- 
aced by a brief review of basic 
trade and Ph rata 24 data collect- 
ed in ma SS the ee 
and all are dated 1956, 

Automotive Vehicle aa Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Paraguay. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Malaya. 

Fruit and Nut Importers, Dealers, and 
Exporters—Honduras. 

Instrument, Professional and Scien- 
tific, Importers and Dealers—Ceylon. 

Iron, Steel, and Building Material 
Importers and Dealers—Philippines. 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—Colombia. 

Machinery Importers and Distributors 
—Venezuela. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im- 
porters and Dealers—Costa Rica. 

Musical Instrument Importers and 
Dealers—France. 

Paint, Varnish, and Pigment Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers—- 
Cuba. 

Plastic Material Manufacturers and 
Molders of Plastic Products—Venezyela. 

Provision Importers and Dealers — 
Belgium, 

Provision Importers and Dealers — 
France. 

Sporting Goods, Toy, and Game Im- 
porters and Dealers—Panama. 

Tobacco and Tobacco Product Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Uruguay. 





_ FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











France—Andre Julien, representing 
Societe Industrielle de Matieres Plas- 
tiques et Textiles, Chemin de Bisseous, 
Castres (Tarn), is interested in casting 
by various processes of plastics, rein- 
forced polyesters, and fiberglass rein- 
forced plastics; as well as in the ex- 
change of technical processes, with the 
possibility of granting exploitation 
licenses to U. S. firms and vice versa 
in the field of casting of fiberglass rein- 
forced plastics. 

Mr. Julien wishes to spend a few days 


(Continued on. Page 26) 
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U. S. Travel Spending at New High 


The rise in U. S. expenditures on for- 
eign travel during the entire postwar 
period accelerated in 1955 to reach a 
new record, the Office of Business 


Economics, U. S. Departmen? of Com- 
merce, has announced. Preliminary data 
indicate that a further substantial rise 
can be expected this year. 


More than $1.6 billion was spent last 
year on foreign travel, an increase of 
over $200 million from 1954. The 15- 
percent rise was three times the per- 
cent increase over the same period in 
personal income after taxes, but Amer- 
icans spend smaller portions of their 
incomes on foreign travel than they did 
during the late 1920's, the prewar peak 
period for foreign travel. 

The total $1.6 billion expenditure in- 
cludes $260 million in fares paid to 
American airlines and shipping com- 
panies for transport between the United 
States and foreign countries, and $200 
million paid to foreign lines. About 
$1,150 million was spent within foreign 
countries, as against $1,000 million in 
1954. 

Although foreign travel is often asso- 
ciated with oversea travel, about half of 
the $1,150 million was spent on travel 
across the land borders to Canada and 
Mexico and a large portion of that 
amount was spent within the border 
areas or on short excursions. Another 
10 percent was expended in the nearby 
areas of the West Indies and Central 
America, also mainly for relatively 
short trips. 

American expenditures within Europe 
and the Mediterranean area amounted 
to about $430 million, a rise of 20 per- 
cent over 1954, and more than double 
the prewar peak in 1929. The rise from 


Air Ceylon Schedules New 
Weekly Service to Bangkok 


Air Ceylon’s revised schedule includes 
a new weekly Constellation service be- 
tween Colombo and Bangkgk scheduled 
to begin on April 26, in addition to the 
existing weekly Colombo-London serv- 
ice. 


The flight will leave Colombo for 
Bangkok every Thursday and return on 
Saturday, when it will serve as a con- 
nection with the London service, which 
will leave Colombo on Saturday instead 
of on Friday. At Bangkok the service 
will connect with KLM’s Far Eastern 
service, which will omit Bangkok on its 
Colombo route. 

The German airline, Deutsche Luft- 
hansa, will operate a service to Colombo, 
Ceylon, and Japan, according to Cey- 
lon press reports. A Lufthansa official 
was to visit Ceylon for talks with Gov- 
ernment officials, 
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1954 was facilitated mainly by the ex- 
pansion of oversea airline services. 


Travel payments in South America, 
amounting to $20 million for the entire 
year, showed no expansion. 


In the Far East, expenditures, al- 
though still small, rose by more than 
40 percent, a more rapid increase by 
far than in any other region. 

An area breakdown of foreign travel 
expenditures in 1955 and 1954, as 
derived from questionnaires filled out by 
a sample of U. S. residents returning 
from abroad, is shown in the following 
table: 


U. 8S. TRAVEL EXPENDITURES, 1954, 1955 
{In millions of dollars] 


1954' 1955" 


Total soiled , — 1,614 
Transportation expenditures ...... 392 459 
Foreign-flag carriers .... ao iz 201 
U. S.-flag carriers . wshguiiind ae 258 
Expenditures abroad puitivaag ae 1,155 
urope’ and Mediterranean 
area » be sete ldatdaiiata 360 427 
PRS cea Se he i ae 308 
Mexico STE eee 260 
West Indiés and 
Central America ..................... 87 107 
South America . einai 22 20 
Other oversea countries ............ 23 33 


‘Revised figures. 
*Preliminary figures 


Source: U. S. Department of Commerce, Office 
of Business Economics. 


Sethenemudrem Project in 
India To Cost $20 Million 


A site a few miles west of Pamban 
Bridge reportedly has been recom- 
mended to the Government of India as 
most suitable for the Sethusamudram 
Canal. 


Involving a total expenditure of 99.8 
million rupees, or US$20.9 million, the 
project consists of the two-way Sethu- 
samudram Canal, 5,400 yards long, 32 
feet deep, and 150 feet wide at the 
bottom, at a cost of 6.7 million rupees, 
or $1.4 million; 5 approach canals; 
1 canal lock, costing 12 million rupees, 
or $2.52 million, recommended to pre- 
vent erosion of the banks during the 
northeast monsoon when the sea level 
is likely to be higher in Palk Strait than 
in the Gulf of Mannar and the reverse 
during the southwest monsoon; 1 mov- 
able bridge costing 2.2 million rupees, or 
$462,000, to maintain the rail link with 
Dhanushkodi and Rameswaram; devel- 
opment of Tuticorin Harbor to make 
the Sethusamudram navigation route a 
complete alternate for the round-Ceylon 
route; and construction of project head- 
quarters.—U. S. Cons. Gen., Madras. 





The Ethiopian Civil Aviation Depart- 
ment with the assistance of the U. S. 
Operations Mission’s Civil Aviation Ad- 
visor has settled the terms of a contract 
for completion of an airport at Dire 
Dawa. 





New Delhi Hotels Full 
Oct. 25-Dec. 5 


Government officials, visitors, 
and businessmen planning to in- 
clude New Delhi, India, in their 
itineraries are informed that hotel 
accommodations will not be avail- 
able there to ¢casual visitors from 
October 25 to December 5. 

During that period the ninth 
session of the General Conference 
of United Nations Educational, 
Scientific, and Cultural Organiza- 
tion will be held in that city, and 
inasmuch as about 800 persons are 
expected to attend the hotels will 
be full. 











Communications 
Expanded in Ethiopia 


The principal improvements in Ethi- 
opia’s telecommunications in 1955 in- 
cluded installation of two new automatic 
exchanges in Addis Ababa, bringing the 
capacity up from 1,900 lines to 2,100 
lines; establishment of 3-channel career 
circuits between Addis Ababa and 
Asmara and a number of commercial 
stations; and expansion of international 
telephone service. 


One of the projects to be completed 
this year is an expansion of the Addis- 
Ababa automatic telephone exchanges 
to 5,100 lines. 

New radio-receiving and transmitting 
stations being constructed near Addis- 
Ababa will strengthen radiotelephone 
communications with Europe and pro- 
vide telephone service to the United 
States, Cairo, Aden, and Nairobi. 

The Ethiopian Government will need 
to appropriate an additional Eth$400,- 
000 to complete the Telecommunications 
Board 3-year investment plan set up in 
October 1952. The original program 
called for Eth$6.75 million, of which 
the International Bank granted a loan 
of US$1'% million, the equivalent of 
Eth$3.75 million, and the remainder of 
Eth$3 million was to be supplied by the 
Ethiopian Government. 

Various other  telecommunications 
programs are under consideration. The 
one most likely to be approved will 
total Eth$10 million over a 4-year 
period.—U. S. Emb., Addis Ababa. 


An engineering and cost survey of a 
proposed 20,000-kilowatt hydroelectric 
power plant in Liberia on the St. Paul 
River between Millsburg and White 
Plains has been completed by two 
Swedish engineers. 

Upon acceptance of the survey by the 
Liberian Government negotiations for a 
construction contract appear to be in 
order, 
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The Greek Government is developing 
an extensive tourist program for 1956. 

Three new hotels, were put into 
operation in the 1955-56 fiscal year, 7 
ethers are being constructed or ex- 
panded in provincial centers, and 5 are 
under construction in the capital area. 
Negotiations between the Government 
and Ambassador Hotels for construction 
of a large luxury hotel in Athens are 
nearing completion. 

The Government is focusing its at- 
tention on establishment of a ferryboat 
service to link the southeastern coast 
of Italy with the western coast of 
Greece. 

A tourist office has been established 
in Brussels and others are planned to 
open in Paris and New York. 

Jamaica had a total of 122,149 tour- 
ists in 1955. Tourist expenditures are 
estimated at £6,718,190, or US$18,810,- 
932, as compared with £5,750,000, or 
$16,100,000, in 1954. 

A new hotel was opened in Montego 
Bay and work was begun on two ho- 
tels in the Ocho Rios area. Plans for 
another new hotel in the Port Antonio 
area have been announced, the Govern- 
ment to supply the land for a Canadian 
investor. 

The Government is eager to see an 
expansion of lower priced accommoda- 
tions and may take further steps in 
partnership with private investors to 
encourage hotel building. It anay even 
construct hotels to be leased to private 
operators, 





The Ecuadoran Insurance Fund (Caja 
del Seguro) is planning to construct a 
combination office building and hotel 
which will occupy the present site of 
the National Library near the center of 
the city, according to the Quito press. 
Plans call for the building to be com- 
pleted in time to serve temporarily as a 
hotel during the llth Pan American 
Conference in 1959. The Export-Import 
Bank may grant a loan toward construc- 
tion of the building, the Ministry of 
Economy states.—U. S. Emb., Cairo. 





The Polish Government Travel Bureau 
ORBIS has issued several booklets con- 
taining information on types of services 
afforded and on Polish passport, cus- 
toms, and currency regulations. Lists 
of hotels, hestels, and offices also are 
included, 

Foreign tourists visiting Denmark 
increased from 365,320 in 1954 to 423,- 
541 in 1955, an alltime record. The 
number of Swedish tourists was by far 
the largest, increasing from 126,529 to 
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TRANSPORT and TRAVEL NOTES 
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132,919. American tourists rose from 
49,184 in 1954 to 69,251, whereas Nor- 
wegian tourists reversed the general 
trend by declining from 52,887 in 1954 
to 52,013. 





Pan American Airways acting on a 
request of the Surinam Government for 
assistance in determining requirements 
necessary to improve tourist facilities in 
Surinam has sent representatives to 
Paramaribo to study the problem. 

The representatives will attempt to 
publicize Surinam among travel agents 
in the United States. Principal recom- 
mendations for improvement are the 
provision of better and less expensive 
hotel accommodations in Paramaribo, 
more small hotels or guesthouses in the 
outlying districts, standard charges for 
river and other trips, and enactment of 
legislation to protect game fish’ from 
commercial fishermen. 





Sabena Airlines, the Belgian carrier, 
will operate a 6-times-weekly helicopter 
service from Brussels to Luxembourg, 
Saarbrucken, and return, beginning in 
August or September, the company has 
announced. 

Sikorsky 58 aircraft with 12 seats 
will be used, although it is not known 
when the aircraft will be available. 





Bermuda’s Trade Development Board 
estimates that approximately $26 mil- 
lion was spent by 108,124 visitors to 
Bermuda in 1955. In addition, an esti- 
mated 200,000 American Armed Serv- 
ices personnel visited Bermuda during 
the year. 

Despite the increasing number of 
tourists, gross tourist expenditures in- 
creased only slightly—6 percent over 
expenditures in 1951, as compared with 
a 15-percent increase in number of tour- 
ists. During the same period, costs of 
importing provisions for, tourists and 
natives increased by 22 percent, leav- 
ing a decrease in net revenues from 
tourist expenditures. 

The French Airline Transports Aeri- 
ens Intercontinentaux plans to institute 
an air service from Paris to Auckland, 
New Zealand ,civil aviation officials re- 
port. Other points to be served on the 
same route are Saigon, Darwin, Nou- 
mea, Karachi, and Cairo. 

An exchange of notes between the 
French and New Zealand Governments 
has opened the way for negotiations on 
this flight. The French would like to 
inaugurate on a frequency of more than 
once a month. It is expected that DC- 
6B aircraft would be used. 


Air Traffic Up in Congo, 
Sabena Raises Capital — 


Aviation had a favorable year in the 
Belgian Congo in 1955. Traffic figures 
were up in all departments, 


By the end of. September, according 
to a Commission of Internal Transport 
report, Sabena had sold 71,659 tickets, 
on its internal Congo lines, as compared 
with 60,672 passenger tickets in the 
similar period of 1954, and increased 
its volume from 12 million ton-kilo- 
meters to 13.5 million. Sabena’s traffic 
between Belgium and the Congo in 1955 
increased 19 percent over that of 1954, 
according to the local press. The line’s 
new air-freight service inaugurated in 
1954 has been very successful. : 

At a meeting on December 13, stock- 
holders voted to increase the company’s 
capital from 300 million francs to 500 
million. Half of the increase was taken 
by private interests and half by the 
State ‘and the Congo Government. 

In March a new air service, Air 
Brousse, a small nonscheduled line, went 
into operation, and at the end of the 
year it was reported to be doing well 
in various odd jobs and in bush 
deliveries. : 

New and enlarged airports were 
opened at Elisabethville and Luluabourg 
in 1955, and work continued on new 
airfields at Leopoldville, Kindu, and 
Coquilhatville, and on a number of oth- 
er airports. A program for improvement 
of equipment, navigation aids, etc., is 
in progress, and in this field the Ten 
Year Plan appears to be keeping pace 
with plans. 

Aviation cannot, however, by itself 
solve the Congo’s problem of costly and 
inadequate transport. Real progress 
needs also to be made in building and 
developing road and rail transport.— 
U. S. Cons. Gen., Leopoldville. 


New East Africa-Australia 
Shipping Service Scheduled 


A Netherlands shipping company, 
Royal Interocean Lines, has reached an 
agreement with the Australian Govern- 
ment to provide regular service between 
East African ports and Australia. 

The new service will replace the 
Australian Shaw-Savill-Line which is 
to be discontinued in August. 

The first ship of Royal Interocean 
Lines to sail from East African ports 
will be the Japara, scheduled to depart 
in the latter half of May. The first 
ship from Australian ports is due to 
leave about the end of July. 








Canadian imports of U. S. cotton 
dropped from 95 percent of the August- 
December 1954 total to 34 percent in 
the like months of the current season, 
according to the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, 
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French Expansion... 
(Continued from Page 3) 


increases in civil expenditures and do- 
mestic purchasing power may contribute 
to mounting inflationary pressures. Gov- 
ernment leaders have stressed their 
determination to prevent inflation. 


In support of this policy, the Govern- 
ment has made a considerable effort to 
contain the budget deficit by reducing 
normal civil expenditures; insisted that 
its proposal for increased old-age pen- 
sions be financed through new taxa- 
tion; permitted emergency food imports 
to counter the upward price tendencies 
resulting from the cold wave; reduced 
or held down some key prices (basic 
food items and coal) through tax re- 
lief and subsidies; and formulated’ a 
tax program to finance the increased 
old-age pensions which, it is claimed, 
will not directly affect prices. 

Prime Minister Mollet stopped devalu- 
ation rumors current in January by 
declaring at the time of his invesfiture 
that “although the disparity between 
French and foreign prices and the cor- 
rective measures taken by preceding 
governments have created an artificial 
monetary situation, monetary devalu- 
ation is fraught with more dangers 
than advantages.” 


Wage Earners Benefited 

On wae policy, M. Mollet told the 
National Assembly that the workers 
should be the first to benefit from eco- 
nomic progress, but qualified his state- 
ment by adding that “we shall do every- 
thing which will be possible and com- 
patible with the rigorous defense of 
the france.” Although no action was 
taken to encourage a general wage in- 
crease, the Government requested and 
obtained legislation making 3 weeks’ 
paid vacation a year mandatory for 
wage earners and adjusting the legal 
minimum wage and family allowance 
rates applicable to regions outside 
Paris. In addition, the Government 
promised to revise wage dispute medi- 
ation legislation to make it applicable 
to management-labor disputes of all 
types. 

The costliest proposal of the Mollet 
government’s economic program, and 
the one which attracted most atten- 
tion, was to increase the assistance 
granted to aged persons from the pres- 
ent 31,200 francs a year to 62,400 francs. 
To finance the estimated 130 to 140-bil- 
lion franc annual cost of this measure, 
the Government has proposed several 
taxes (increased income taxes, an auto- 
mobile tax, etc.) which it believes will 
have a minimum incidence on prices. 


Other Mollet government economic 
policy objectives are tax-reform legis- 
lation designed to free retail merchants 
from the responsibility of collecting 
taxes; formulation of a Third Moderni- 
zation and Equipment Plan to take ef- 
fect on January 1, 1957; further intra- 
organization for European Economic 
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Cooperation trade liberalization; and 
support of the European common mar- 
ket and atomic energy proposals.— 
U.S. Emb., Paris. 





Satisfactory Balance ... 


(Continued from Page 14) 
tiating the increase on some but not 
others would have unduly complicated 
our tariff structure without adequate 
economic justification. 

As required by law, the Président 
therefore has sent a message to Con- 
gress concerning his reasons for not ne- 
gotiating these increases. The consid- 
erations entering into this decision 
would not be a bar to applications by 
domestic producers of these products 
for escape-clause action. 


50-Percent Authority Used 
In Few U.S. Concessions 


The Trade Agreements Extension Act 
of 1955, besides authorizing reductions 
of 15 percent, also authorizes the Presi- 
dent, in cases where rates now are more 
than 50 percent of the value of the im- 
ported goods, to reduce such rates to 
50 percent, normally in three stages. 
This “50 percent” authority was used 
in relatively few of the U. S. conces- 
sions. The trade coverage of these 
concessions was quite small—-possibly 
because the very high rates have held 
down imports. 

Of the total trade coverage of the 
U. S. concessions, only $3.5 million in- 
volved use of the 50-percent provision. 
About half of this $3.5 million is a sin- 
gle item, silk handkerchiefs and muf- 
flers, on which a concession to Japan 
will reduce the rate from 60 percent to 
50. On several minor sundries items, 
mostly ornamented wearing apparel and 
fabrics, the rates were reduced from 90 
percent to 50. 

Here is an illustration of how the 
U. S. three-stage reductions will be put 
into effect: The present U. S. tariff on 
candied orange peel is 4 cents a pound. 
The United States granted a 15-percent 
reduction in this rate. This is a reduc- 
tion of six-tenths of 1 cent a pound. 
Thus the ultimate new rate will be 3.4 
cents. But the cut will be made in 
three steps—to 3.8 cents on June 30, 
1956; to 3.6 c®nts a year later; and to 
3.4 cents 2 years later. 

When U. S. duties are reduced, either 
under the 15-percent authority or the 
authority to reduce duties to 50 percent, 
the law permits minor additional reduc- 
tions on items which are reduced in 
order to simplify tariff rates. This ap- 
plies to intermediate stages as well as 
to the ultimate new rates. Thus the 
reductions in the three stages are not 
always identical in amount. 

The rules for applying these addition- 
al reductions—or “‘roundings’”—are com- 
plex, but such reductions may never ex- 
ceed one-half of 1 percent ad valorem, 
or its equivalent if the tariff is in such 
terms as cents a pound, 





Egyptian Economic... 


(Continued from Page 4) 

for exemption from the Egyptian tax on 
commercial and industrial profits and 
on revenues derived from movable 
property with respect to the operation 
of airline services in Egypt—on the 
basis of reciprocity. Similar exemptions 
were approved on March 14 for Poland 
and Syria. 


The Gevernment approved the text 
of a draft agreement adopted by the 
Arab League to establish an Arab 
League Civil Aviation Board to be con- 
cerned with the improvement and pro- 
motion of air communications, and 
cooperation between the Arab States. 


Misrair, the Egyptian air carrier, re- 
ceived three British passenger aircraft 
(ordered in 1954). These have been 
used in limited experimental service on 
the company’s existing routes, and it is 
planned that a new Cairo-Rome service 
for these aircraft will be inaugurated, 


The Egyptian Government released 
an invitation in March to shipbuilding 
firms to establish and operate a ship- 
yard for building and repairing Ships in 
Alexandria harbor.—U, S. Emb., Cairo, 





Key Projects... 

(Continued from Page 7) 
£1 million ($2.8 million). A site has 
been selected for a new hotel, and plans 
for a 500-bed hospital are being drawn 
up by a Kuwaiti-German firm. 

The Kuwait Government planned to 
begin operation in May of a concrete 
plant, which had been idle for about 3 
years, aS a commercial enterprise. The 
plant will produce concrete blocks, 
pipes, and curbing. 

The new 2,000-line telephone switch- 
board, almost completed, will increase 
by more than 200 percent the number 
of existing lines. A 10,000-line exchange 
is envisaged. 

The roadbuilding program is expected 
to be expanded this year. A contract 
for the new asphalt-top road from 
Mutla’ to Safwan is expected to be let 
on June 1.—U. S. Cons., Kuwait, 
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conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


. « « A handbook of basic back- 
ground information prepared by the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce . « « 


65 cents 


From U. S$. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices, or from the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington 2, D. C. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 








Automation Congress 
Set for Paris 


The International Congress on 
* Automation, organized by the De- 
partment of Mechanics of the Con- 
servatoire National des Arts et 
Metiers, Ministry of Publie Educa- 
tion, With assistance of several 
scientific’ and engineering associa- 
tions and of the Comite Perma- 
nent du Progres Scientifique et 
Technique, will take place June 
18-24, at 292 rue Saint-Martin, 
Paris, France. 

The Congress will seek to pre- 
sent the theoretical and practical 
aspects of genera] automation and 
the scientific, technical, economi- 
cal, and psychological conditions 
of its application. 
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S. African Rand Fair Draws 
Nearly Half Million Persons 


The 6lst Annual Rand Easter Show, 
held in Johannesburg, Union of South 
Africa, March 28-April 7, attracted an 
attendance of approximately 460,000 of 
which 250,000 were paid admissions. 

The fair was visited by manufactur- 
ers, wholesalers, and retailers from all 
parts of the Union of South Africa as 
well as from other parts of Africa and 
Europe. 

Total value of merchandise exhibited 
was estimated at £6 million to £8 mil- 
lion with foreign exhibits valued at ap- 
proximately £250,000. 

About 400 domestic and 8 foreign 
manufacturers exhibited in the indus- 
tries section. Agricultural equipment 
was displayed widely, and automotive 
products consisted of European motor- 
cycles, motor scooters, and bicycles. 

Emphasis.on chemicals, pharmaceuti- 
cals, and rubber products was relatively 
small, but displays of wood and met- 
al furniture were numerous and gener- 
ally of a high quality. Ceramics with 
native motifs, and rubber toys and Af- 
rican animals designed especially for 
the U. S. market were displayed promi- 
nently. 


Dyestuffs Show Date Changed 


The Exhibition of Aniline Dyes, Dye- 
stuffs, and Intermediates, scheduled in 
the first week of September, by the 
Maharaja Sayajirao, University of Ba- 
roda, Kala Bhavan, Baroda, India, now 
is scheduled for July 7 and 8, the UV. S. 
Consulate General at Bombay reports. 


The Mexican Government has decided 
to abandon its proposed plan to hold 


an aviation trade fair in Mexico during 
July, 


June 18, 1956 


San Francisco World Trade Center 


Opens With Dedication Ceremonies 


The new World Trade Center in the Ferry Building, San Francisco, 
was opened on May 23, when notables of International, Federal, State, 
and municipal governments, together with civic and industrial leaders, 
officially dedicated the new structure to international peace and progress. 
‘ President Eisenhower sent the following message of congratulations: 


“Please extend my warm greetings 
to those present, including many dis- 
tinguished guests of honor, at the dedi- 
cation of the northern California new 
World Trade Center. I congratulate all 
those who on this occasion will reaffirm 
their- belief in international trade as a 
means of strengthening the economies 
of free nations, furthering understand- 
ing among peoples of various cultures, 
and thereby: promoting international 
peace and good will. My best wishes 
are yours for a memorable celebration.” 


Culminating more than 10 years of 
planning, organization, fimancing, and 
construction, the new World Trade Cen- 
ter, covering 125,000 square feet of 
office and exhibition space becomes the 
new crossroads for international com- 
*merce between the North American 
Continent and nations of the Pacific 
Area including the Far East, Australia, 
Latin America, and other world ports. 


Center Ultramodern 


Of ultramodern design, the new Trade 
Center is designed for office headquar- 
ters and glass-paned exhibits of buyers 
and sellers in global commerce. Its 
purpose is to provide facilities and 
services which will stimulate world 
trade and create higher production, 
new employment, and increased bene- 
fits at home and overseas. A progres- 
sive international public relations and 
promotion program is already under 
way on behalf of the Bay Area and 
Northern California. 


Facilities now in process of estab- 
lishment include an international trade 
library and information center; offices 
for freight forwarding, customers bro- 
kerage, admiralty law, marine insur- 
ance, communications, translations and 
interpretations, and a score of other 
services which will make up a self-con- 
tained community of great value to 
world trade. 


Radiating from the Trade Center are 
the 12 miles of piers, wharves, ware- 
houses, and other maritime facilities of 
the port of San Francisco. Along this 
famed Embarcadero roll the trucking 
fleets of the Pacific coast and the Belt 
Line Railway, which channels cargo 
traffic to the seven seas from the na- 
tion’s major railway systems. Across 
the bay, visitors to the Center can see 
the ports of Oakland, Richmond, and 
Alameda. 

Two of the nation’s largest steam- 





ship lines under American-flag opera- 
tions, the American President Lines and 
Pacific Far East Lines, have reserved 
space in the Center. The Danish consu- 
late and Danish Commercial Trade Of- 
fice spearheaded the movement of a 
number of interested foreign nations to 
obtain office locations there. Two ex- 
port-import firms head the list of world- 
trade firms having space under reserva- 
tion, and numerous others are inspecting 
possible locations. A major banking 
organization, MacKay Radio, admiralty. 
attorneys and marine insurance com- 
panies are listed among the tenants. 


Official dedication ceremonies of the 
Center also marked the opening of the 
1956 International Trade Exhibition, in 
which 20 foreign nations and more than 
40 commercial industrial exhibitiors 
participated. 





Showings of Italian Fall, 
Winter Fashions Planned 


Presentation of fal] and winter models 
for the benefit of foreign buyers is 
scheduled in Rome, July 19-20, the 
Center Romano per ]'Alta Moda Italiana 
—Rome Center for Italian High Fash- 
jon—Via di Burro 147, Rome, Italy has 
announced. 


Showings will take place in individual 
fashion houses of the city, and an ex- 
hibition of accessories also will be held 
during the same period. 


Detailed information may be obtained 
from the Centro or from Sindacato 
Italiano Alta Moda di Roma, Corso 
Vittorio 21, Rome, Italy. 


S. African Industrial Show 
Scheduled at End of August 


An industrial exhibition will be held 
in Pretoria, Union of South Africa, Au- 
gust 31-September 8. 


Buildings and grounds will be open 
on August 13 for erection of stands and 
exhibits, which must be completed by 
noon on August 30. Charges for space 
are based on building location and space 
within. Reservations may be made by 
applying to the Secretary, Northern 
Transvaal Chamber of Industries, P. O, 
Box 933, Pretoria, Union of South 
Africa. 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 








WORLD TRADE 
INFORMATION 
SERVICE 











Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in its World Trade Informa- 
tion Service. _ 

WTIS reports, presented in an im- 
proved format and printed in easy-to- 
read type, are arranged in four conven- 
jient “packages”: 

Part 1» Economic Reperts ($6 a year; 
$8.50 if mailed abroad); Part 2, Opera- 
tions Reports ($6 a year; $8.50 if mailed 
abroad); Part 3, Statistical Reports ($6 
a year, $7.50 if mailed abroad); Part 4, 
Utilities Abroad ($3 a year; $4 if mailed 
abroad). 

Subscriptions for the World Trade In- 
formation Service may be placed with 
U. S. Department of Commerce Field 
Offices or with the Superintendent of 
Documents, U. S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C. Remit- 
tances payable to the Superintendent 
of Documents should accompany sub- 
scriptions. 

Copies of individual reports also may 
be purchased from the Department's 
Field Offices or the Superintendent of 
Documents. 

The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: 

Economic Reports 


Economie Developments in Egypt, 
1955. WTIS, Part 1, No, 56-42. 8 pp. 
10 cents. 

Economic Developments in Kuwait, 
1955. WTIS, Part 1, No, 56-44. 7 pp. 
10 cents. 

Foreign Company Law of Sweden. 
WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-45. 4 pp. 10 cents. 
Operations Reports 

Licensing and Exchange Controls— 
Peru. WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-49. 3 pp. 
10 cents. 


World Trade... 


(Continued from Page 21) 


with some plastics companies to famil- 
iarize himself with their processes, and 
to determine whether commercial rela- 
tions would be mutually profitable. 
Was scheduled to arrive June 13, via 
New York, for a visit of 3 to 4 weeks. 
U. S. address: Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, 
50th St. and Park Ave. Itinerary: New 
York, Washington, Wilmington, and 
Philadelphia. 

Germany—-Helmut Guenther, repre- 
senting Luckhaus & Guenther (exporter 
of industrial products), 37 Hastener- 
strasse, Remscheid-Hasten, is interested 
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“” Books 
and Reports 


Chemical and Rubber Industry Report. 
Washington, D. C. U. S, Department 
of Commerce, May 1956. 


Special articles in this latest monthly* 
report prepared by’ the Department’s 
Business and Defense Services Ad- 
ministration deal with the chemical 
industry’s growth in South Africa and 
various developments in Australia’s 
chemical industry. 


Statistics on U. S. production, im- 
ports, and exports of organic, inor- 
ganic, and agricultural chemicals for 
selected 1955 and 1956 months are 
given, as well as a review of the rubber 
and rubber-products industry, includ- 
ing the 1954 report on the tire sector 
and comparative figures on S-type 
rubber production in March 1955 and 
1956. 

The 30-page bulletin may be pur- 
chased from the U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., or 





‘ 


in visiting importers and retailers in 
cutlery and chain stores, and obtaining 
technical information pertaining to the 
market possibilities of firm’s products. 
Scheduled to arrive June 18, via Seattle, 
for a visit of 10 weeks. 

U. S. address: c/o Thomas Cook & 
Son, Maison Blanche City, 901 Canal 
St.. New Orleans 2, La. Itinerary: 
Large cities of the United States. 

India—Choonilal Girdhalal, and H. N. 
Doshi, representing Estrela Batteries, 
Ltd., Yusuf Bldg., Churchgate St., Fort, 
Bombay, are interested in long-term 
technical link-up with U. S. manufac- 
turer of dry cells and batteries, flash- 
light cases, and ancillary lines, as well 
as in securing U. S. capital participation 
in industry, visiting factories manufac- 
turing dry batteries, and in light- 
engineering industries. Scheduled to 
arrive the latter part of June, via New 
York or Washington, for a visit of 4 to 
6 weeks. 

U. S. address: c/o Indian Embassy, 
2107 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Wash- 
ington, D. C. Itinerary: Undetermined. 

New Zealand—A. Wiener, represent- 
ing A Wiener & Co., Ltd., and Asher 
Trading Co., Ltd. (importer, whole- 
saler), Southern Cross Bldg., 22 Bran- 
don St., Wellington, is interested in real 
and imitation jewelry, cutlery, hollo- 
ware, raw materials for men’s and 
women’s hat manufacturers and as- 
sociated lines. Scheduled to arrive the 
latter part of May, via San Francisco, 
for a visit of 3 weeks. 

U. S. address: c/o American Express 
Co., 65 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, 


— 


any of the Department’s Field Offices, 


at 15 cents a copy. 


Commodity Trade Statistics, January. 
September 1955. A United Nations 
publication. New York, Columbia 
University Press, March 1956. 525 pp, 
Annual subscription, $4. 


Quarterly figures on world commodity 
trade by countries of origin and desti-. 
nation, classified according™ to the 
Standard International Trade Classifj- 
eation (SITC) are shown in tabular 
form for 25 countries for the period 
indicated. 


In addition, the principal exports of 


8 other countries are given for the same 
period. 

The data are first presented in sum- 
mary tables based on 7 large com- 
modity classes and then in detailed 
tables based on 150 commodity groups. 
Since the tables are intended to de- 
scribe the movement of commodities 
in international trade and to promote 
international comparability, values have 
been converted to U. S. dollars and, 
wherever possible, quantities are shown 
in metric units. 

An International Economy. Gunnar 

Myrdal. New York. Harper and 

Brothers, 1956. 3881 pp. $6.50. 


This examination of the present state 
and future prospects of economic rela- 
tions within the Free World brings poli- 
tics, diplomacy, sociology, and current 
history into focus with the whole prob- 
lem of achieving international economic 
integration as a foundation to world 
peace. 

The author concludes that large-scale 
investment and aid from industrially 
developed to underdeveloped countries 
is now the primary need to promote 
worldwide solvency and prosperity. He 
stresses the importance of having all 
industrialized nations share in providing 
such aid. 


A former Minister of Commerce in 
the Swedish Cabinet, the author is now 
Executive Secretary of the United Na- 
tions Economic Commission for Europe. 


Member of ... 


(Continued from Page 11) 


ing 30 centimeters in width, 4 (9) plus 
percent (30). 

654-04-04. Of wool, pure or mixed: 654-04-04-1, 
Those weighing up to 100 grams per square meter 
and exceeding 30 centimeters in width, 2 (5) plus 
20 percent (30); 654-04-04-2, those weighing more 
than 100 grams per square meter and exceeding 
30 centimeters in width, 150 (5.00) plus 20 per- 
cent (30); 654-04-04-3, narrow fabrics, not 
exceeding 30 centimeters in width, 2 (5) plus 
20 percent (30). 

654-04-05. Of flax, ramie, cotton, or other 
textile fibers, not elsewhere specified, pure 
or mixed: 654-04-05-1, Those oe up to 
100 grams per square meter and exceedin 
30 centimeters in width, 1.50 (4.00) plus 2 
percent (30): 654-04-05-2, those Mg 
more than 100 grams per square meter an 
exceeding 30 centimeters in width, 1 (4) plus 
20 percent (30); 654-04-05-3, narrow fabrics 
not exceeding 30 centimeters in width, 1 (4) 
plus 20 percent (30). 





—La Gaceta, January 6, and February 
2, 13, 23, 1956. ° 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





Production of Natural 
Rubber Rises in April 


World production of natural rubber 
amounted to 155,000 long tons in April 
1956, compared with 135,000 tons in 
April a year ago, according to estimates 
of the Secretariat of the International 
Rubber Study Group, the Business and 
Defense Services Administration, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, has reported. 


Output in the first 4 months of this 
year was estimated at 570,000 tons, 
down 0.9 percent from the 575,000 tons 
estimated for the corresponding period 
of 1955. 

The April 1956 exports from Indo- 
nesia, aidéd by the export tax change 
effective April 1, are estimated at 64,- 
664 long tons, compared with 47,198 a 
year earlier. For 4 months, however, 
1956 Indonesian exports at 184,445 long 
tons were still behind 1955 by 18,517 
tons. 

World consumption of natural rubber 
was estimated at 152,500 tons in April 
1956, compared with 157,500 tons in 
April 1955. For the first 4 months of 
1956, consumption was placed at 627,500 
tons, as against 617,500 tons in the 
corresponding period of 1955. Estimated 
imports into Russia and China included 
in these figures totaled 13,000 tons in 
April 1956, none in April 1955, 58,125 
tons in January-April 1956, and 15,000 
tons in January-April 1955. 

World stocks ot natural rubber at the 
end of April 1956 were estimated at 
822,500 tons, down 62,500 tons from the 
December 31, 1955 position. This total 
consists of 242,500 tons in producing 
countries; 397500 tons in consuming 
countries, excluding Russian and Chi- 
nese stocks; Government stocks in the 
United States and the United Kingdom; 
and 182,500 tons afloat. 

Excluding iron-curtain countries, for 
which data are not available, synthetic- 
rubber operations in April 1956 were 
as follows: Production, 102,500 tons; 
consumption 92,500 tons; end-of-month 
stocks, 207,500 tons, up 17,500 tons from 
the December 31, 1955, position. In 
April 1955, output was 84,008 tons, and 
consumption 85,000 tons. In the first 
4 months of 1956, production was esti- 
mated at 412,500 tons and consumption 
at 382,500 tons, while in the like period 
of 1955 the figures were 327,412 tons 
and 332,500 tons, respectively. 

World consumption of natural and 
synthetic rubber totaled 1,010,000 tons 
in the first 4 months of 1956, compared 
with 950,000 tons in the corresponding 
period a year ago. Consumption in the 
United States declined slightly from 
507,241 tons to 506,336 tons, while 
foreign consumption, excluding China 
and Russia, increased 4.1 percent, from 
427,800 tons to 445,500 tons. 
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German Output of Photographic, Projection, 
Motion-Picture Equipment at Peak Level 


West Germany’s production of photo- 
graphic, projection, and motion-picture 
equipment in 1955 reached a new peak 
of 519,014,000 German marks (1 Ger- 
man mark=$0.238), according to the 
latest official German figures compiled 
by the Scientific, Motion Picture, and 
Photographic Products Division, Busi- 
ness and Defense Services Administra- 
tion, U. S. Department of Commerce. 

This figure is an increase of 34.4 


percent and 31.3 percent, respectively, 
over the production for the years 1953 
and 1954. Production in the last 6 
months of 1955, valued at 278,583,000 
German marks, showed a substantial 
increase over the first half and 49 per- 
cent and 28.3 percent gains over the 
corresponding periods of 1953 and 1954, 

Detailed statistics for specific prod- 
ucts, for which German production data 
are available, for 1954 and 1955, are 
shown in the following table: 


West German Production of Photographic, Projection, and 
Motion-Picture Equipment 


Lenses for photographic and pee ‘epee... ae 2,379,000 


Technical and scientific cameras.. 
Other still-picture cameras.. 
Camera bodies with lenses... 


Photographic auxiliary and supplementary apparatus. 


Photographic duplicating apparatus... 

Slide projectors and viewers........ fiincesattnee 

Enlargers, reducers, and adapters... 

35-mm_ projectors............. a 

16-mm and 8mm projectors. a 

All other photographic and motion-picture 
equipment, 


Total... 








accessories, ANd BUPPLIES......cccceree 





1954 1955 
~ 1000 1000. 
Number “Sal nl roy marks 
5,526 3.658 4 5, 
"3,009,210 194.168 8,240, 
72,552 624 31,415 7, 
885,264 6.157 1,361,344 7.976 
19.045 6.866 21,278 q 
99,250 91992 142882 12 
“35.617 6.960 49,532 7 
wi 8.076 1644 dk 
asses rm 679 4.475 58,296 $5,211 
Raat vm —s« 98,096 =< 146,756 
: aii 410 ——_ 619,014 





Second Cement Factory To 
Be Set Up in Indian State 


The Mysore State government in In- 
dia has approved the establishment of 
a second cement factory in the State 
which is expected to cost 16 million 
rupees (1 rupee =US$0.21), 

When in full production the factory 
will produce 100,000 tons of cement an- 
nually, and will employ a force of 500 
employees, 

The new factory will be a private en- 
terprise with State-government share 
participation. The factory now in oper- 
ation is part of the State-owned iron 
and steel works. 

Two additional cement factories, to 
be located in Mysore State, are under 
consideration to meet increasing de- 
mand for cement, according to the In- 
dian press, 





Iraq's First TV Station 
Begins Regular Broadcasts 


Iraq's first television station, which 
has a broadcast radius of about 40 
miles, began operations on May 2. 

The Iraq Government purchased 
equipment demonstrated by Pye, Ltd., 
at the 1954 British trade fair held in 
Iraq. The television equipment con- 
forms to the 625-line system. 

At the time of the inaugura] broad- 
cast, about 150 Pye television receivers 
had been installed in Baghdad tea 


houses, hotels, and private homes. Since 
then about 50 more have been installed. 

Imports of television equipment from 
the United States are permitted under 
the dollar area radio-equipment import 
allocation, which is 75,000 Iraqi dinars 
for 1956 (1 dinar~US$2.80),. Import 
duty on television equipment is 25 per- 
cent ad valorem. 

Pye 17-inch television receivers sell 
for 105 dinars installed. Phillips re- 
ceivers, expected in Baghdad soon, will 
be priced at 105 dinars for the 17-inch 
set, and 145 dinars for the 21-inch set. 
—U. S. Emb., Baghdad. 





Saar To Increase Domestic, 
Foreign Deliveries of Gas 


Scheduled expansion of the facilities 
of Saarferngas A.G., Saarbrucken, in 
1956-57 is expected to result in an 
hourly increase of 9,000 cubic meters in 
gas deliveries during the winter of 
1957-58, thus, total gas deliveries in 1958 
are expected to be 70 percent higher 
than those of the current year. 

The Saar firm, which is partly pub- 
licly owned, reportedly is now the larg- 
est gas exporter in the world supply- 
ing both the Rhineland area of Germany 
and France. . 





Television receiving licenses in the 
United Kingdom totaled 5,739,593 at the 
end of March 1956 and were distributed 
as follows: England and Wales 5,349,235; 
Scotland 348,152; and Northern Ireland 
42,206. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





U. S. and U. K. Sign 
Tobacco Agreement 


An agreement for the sale to the 
United Kingdom for local currency of 
$12 million worth of unmanufactured 
tobacco, approximately 18 million 
pounds, has been announced by the De- 
partment of Agriculture. 

As in other agreements concluded on 
Public Law, 480, 83d Congress, the sale 
was carried out by private U. S. traders, 
and the tobacco already has been 
shipped under special arrangements 
made in contemplation of the signing of 
the agreement. This tobacco is to be 
used to increase stocks, the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture states, and will not 
replace regular purchases by Britain 
under dollar allocations for tobacco in 
the 1956-57 fiscal year. 

The sterling proceeds from these 
sales are to be used to construct family 
housing for U, S. military personnel in 
the U. K. 


British Firm Denied All 
U. S. Export Privileges 


Zemanek and Co., Ltd., an import- 
export firm of London, England, and 
its controlling director, Franz Gintz, 
have been denied all U. S. export priv- 
ileges for the duration of export con- 
trols because of illegal acquisition and 
transshipment of asbestos exported 
from the United States, the Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce has announced. 

BFC charged that in 1955, Gintz who 
was then under an earlier suspension 
from U. S. export privileges, purchased 
2 lots of asbestos from a U. S. supplier 
and caused them to be shipped under 
general license to Western Germany. 
In addition, Gintz deliberately concealed 
the intended destination of 515 tons of 
the asbestos, valued at $16,000, which 
he resold and subsequently transshipped 
to a customer in Czechoslovakia in 
further violation of U. S. export regula- 
tions. 

Zemanek and Gintz have been under 
temporary suspension from all U. S. 





export privileges since October 1955, 
pending administrative proceedings in 
this case. Philip Fisher, another direc- 
tor of Zemanek, also was named in the 
temporary suspension, but his U. S. 
export privileges were restored by BFC 
when it was found that he was not 
active in the firm’s operations, had no 
knowledge of the asbestos transactions, 
and promptly severed his connection 
with Zemanek upon learning of the new 
charges being brought against the firm. 

The first denial order, which expired 
September 1, 1955, barred Zemanek 
and its directors from receiving U. S. 
exports for 2 years for a similar viola- 
tion involving transshipment of alumi- 
num to Czechoslovakia. 

The U. S. supplier in these trans- 
actions asserted that he was unaware 
of the suspension of the Zemanek firm 
when he dealt with them. BFC pointed 
out that it regularly publishes lists of 
persons and companies under suspension 
and it is the obligation of foreign trad- 
ers to keep abreast of the information. 
Since this was the first such case com- 
ing to its attention, BFC only warned 
and did not suspend the U. S. supplier. 
BFC stated, however, that future viola- 
tors of this kind would be dealt with 
more severely. 

Under the terms of the new denial 
order, issued May 21, Zemanek, Gintz, 
and any other firm or person with 
whom they may be associated are pro- 
hibited from receiving or otherwise par- 
ticipating in U. S. export transactions, 
either directly or indirectly. The order 
further states that no export or related 
service involving U. S. goods may be 
performed for them by any firm or 
person without advance approval from 
BFC. 





Sweden’s unmanufactured-tobacco im- 
ports totaled 16.7 milliofi pounds in 
1955, down 3.3 million pounds from 1954, 
according to the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. 

Most of the decline was in reduced 
takings from the United States, Turkey, 
Brazil, Yugoslavia, and Italy. Com- 
bined consignments from Southern 
Rhodesia and Canada increased sub- 
stantially. 


Sale of U.S. Surplus Wheat 
To Portugal Agreed Upon 


An agreement for the sale to Portu- 
gal, for local currency, of $7.1 million 
worth of wheat, including certain ocean 
transportation costs, was signed at 
Lisbon by representatives of the two 
countries on May 24. . 

As in other agreements under Publie 
Law 480, the sales will be made by 
private U. S. traders. 

Somewhat less than half of the pro- 
ceeds in local currency will be loaned 
to Portugal for economic Purposes, and 
the balance reserved for the use of the 
United States in that country. 





Dumping Chores Dismissed 
On Sales of Frozen Tuna 


A second investigation in Japan by 
U. S. customs agents into the sales of 
frozen tunafish disclosed no such sales 
to this country at a pricé less than fair 
value, within the meaning of the Anti- 
dumping Act, the U, S. Treasury an- 
nounced on June 4, 

The allegation of dumping therefore 
has been dismissed, and the entries of 
such shipments are to be appraised in 
the normal manner. 








Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 

Please enter my subscription for 

Foreign Commerce Weekly at $4.50 

a year ($6 to foreign addresses). 


Net eMatie th LT 
Adve. . diicis ctactiticints a ee ell 
City... Zome..... State occ. 


Mail to the nearest U. S$. Department of 
Commerce Field Office, or to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. En- 
close check or money order payable to the 
Superintendent of Documents. 

















